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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
As we close this term with the last newsletter of 2023, my staff and I thank so many of you for the lovely gifts, cards and 
prayers. 
 
Thank you to all of the students and staff who have contributed to beautiful liturgies during this Advent. 
 
We say a sad goodbye to three fabulous members of staff.  Monsieur De L’Eprevier will be leaving to lead another MFL 
department, and Mrs Keogh will be retiring after many long years of service to our community.  We wish her well on her new 
adventures. 
 
We will welcome Mrs Paixao to the MFL team, and congratulate Ms Duque-Mora on becoming the new Head of the Modern 
Foreign Language Department.  We also welcome Mrs Fraser-Ebepu to the R.E team, and she will also become the Assistant 
SENCO, supporting Mrs Bird, who will become our new SENCO. 
 
We welcome Mrs Beck to the Attendance team as she becomes our new Attendance Officer. 
 
All of us here at Grays Convent wish you a happy and blessed Christmas and hope that you are physically and spiritually 
renewed by the Christmas break.  See you all on Thursday 4th January 2024.  This will be a week 2 start, should your daughter’s 
ask you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 
 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Wednesday 20

th

 December 2023 

A Sonnet for Mary 
You bore for me the One who came to bless 

And bear for all and make the broken whole. 
You heard His call and in your open ‘yes’ 

You spoke aloud for every living soul. 
Oh gracious Lady, child of your own child, 

Whose mother-love still calls the child in me, 
Call me again, for I am lost, and wild 

Waves surround me now.  On this dark sea 
Shine as a star and call me to the shore. 

Open the door that all my sins would close 
And hold me in your garden.  Let me share 
The prayer that folds the petals of the Rose. 

Enfold me too in Love’s last mystery 
And bring me to the One you bore for me. 

Malcolm Guite Joan Melick 
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Wednesday 20th 
December 

Early closing for Christmas break 
Students dismissed at 11:45am 

Whole School 

Thursday 21st December - 
Wednesday 3rd January 

2024 

Christmas Break 
Whole School 

Thursday 4th January 
2024 

Spring Term commences 
Students to arrive for 8:25am start 

Whole School 

Wednesday 10th January Year 11 Art/Textiles/Photography trip to V&A Museum Year 11 
Thursday 18th January Year 6 Primary Creative Taster Day Year 6 
Thursday 25th January Year 11 Parents’ Evening Year 11 

Friday 26th January Holocaust Memorial Day – Justice & Peace Group  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…and finally, a little bit of festive fun…some fabulous Christmassy hairstyles from 
Mia-Louise Sikka in 8L on the last 3 days of term… 

 
 

Key Dates and Events 

Monday… 
reindeer Tuesday… 

tinsel plaits 

Wednesday… 
a Christmas 
bow 


