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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
So, it has come, the final newsletter of this academic year!  Well done to everyone in our school community for another 
amazing and exciting year.  As you will see, not just one of academic success, but also sporting success, both individual and 
collective. 
 
The final award came today at mass, as Deborah House won the School Cup, alongside winning the Sports Cup too!  The hall 
resounded with screams of joy as the House Captains: Poppy Padmore and Georgia Smith held the cup aloft, just as they had 
done at Sports Day too!  Deborah House ‘did the double’ this year, congratulations to the Head of House Mr Amenze and his 
team.  The cup is the culmination of all of the achievement points this year for a wide array of achievements. 
 

1st place Deborah 48,223 
2nd place Lydia 44,685 
3rd place Esther 42,285 
4th place Mary 39,020 

 
We said a sad good bye to two amazing teachers with whom we have had the privilege of working, leaving us for pastures 
new: 

 Ms Rockingham who will be moving to Beacon Hill 

 Ms Hughes-Gauge who will be joining the teaching profession 

 Mr Lanyon who will be moving to a school in Scotland and 

 Mr Smyth who will be moving to a school in sunny Southend!! 
Both will be much missed. 
 
We welcome Mr White, Mrs O’Donoghue and Ms Desgoutte to the senior team, alongside several new teachers who I will 
introduce in September. 
 
I am looking forward to the break, as I’m sure the girls and you are too.  God bless you all, and have a relaxing and blessed 
break: 
 

Holy Father, as our holidays approach we pray for sunshine, lots of fun, 
memories we can treasure and many happy hours with families and friends. 

May God give us light to guide us, courage to support us, and love to unite us. 
May we continue to grow in age, wisdom, knowledge and grace 

and return rested and ready for the new. 
May the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you in the summer break and always. 
 
We return on Wednesday 6th September at 8:25am as usual. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Thursday 20

th

 July 2023 
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The pictures say it all…! 
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    

Grays Convent High School Sports Day 2023 



 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

    
 

    
 

    
 

     
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    



 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

 



 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 
 
A successful trip to the National Portrait Gallery for the Year 
10 Photography classes.  They attended a photography 
workshop which allowed them to see two of the main 
exhibitions and took portrait photos of each other in the 
style of the artist Yevonde using props and colour. 

 
A thoroughly enjoyable day had by all. 

Miss Popat 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Has your daughter outgrown her 

school uniform?  Does she have things 
that still have life in them but that she no 
longer has need for? 
 

If so, please consider donating her old 
uniform and/or PE kit to the school so it can be given a new 
home.  We are especially in need of blazers and skirts. 
 
Thank you. 

Mrs Burrow 
 

 
 
If you can’t attend the main event, why not join WYD in 
London - a day celebration on Saturday 5th August 2023 from 
11am-5pm in the church by Leicester Square.  Venue: Notre 
Dame de France, 5 Leicester Place, London WC2H 7BX.  
Donations only.  To register a group or individually, fill in the 
form: //bit.ly/wydlondon 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Victoria Bianca Garcia who left Grays 
Convent in 2017 and graduated this week from the 
University of Kent with a BA Arts Honours degree in French 
and Hispanic Studies. 

 
Victoria is the niece of our very own Exams Officer, Mrs Lloyd 
Dhesi, who was thrilled to be able to attend her graduation 
at Canterbury Cathedral. 
 
Well done Victoria! 
 

 
 

It is important that our 
Parents have a ParentPay 

Account, and that this account is 
activated.  This enables parents to purchase equipment and 
not to miss out on school trips. 
 
If you require another copy of your ParentPay Activation 
Letter then please email Mrs Wood on: 
woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk. 

Finance Office 
 

Year 10 at the National Portrait Gallery 

Uniform recycling… 

World Youth Day in London 

Ex-Convent Girl Graduates…! 

ParentPay Accounts 

mailto:woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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On July 13th the Grays Convent Athletic team once again dominated the Athletics at the Thurrock District Athletics 
Championships, retaining the title of overall District Girls Champions, which we have held since 2019.  The team worked hard 
throughout an amazing day of athletic achievements, bringing home a total of 10 Gold medals, 9 silver medals and 8 bronze 
medals, as well as points awarded for positions for the top 8 performances, which accumulated to our overall team scores.  
Alongside this we saw 17 personal bests and 3 new school records! 
 

In the Year 7 competition Marrissa Mudzuri ran a personal best of 6m23.5s in the 1500m to finish in 8th position, gaining a 
point to start off the team in the right direction.  This was swiftly followed with an impressive 70m Hurdles race, where Semi 
Oladipupo-Smith brought home Grays Convent’s first gold medal of the competition.  Next up on the track for year 7’s were 
Millie Mansfield and Ava Boucard, who dominated the 800m race, securing new personal bests as well as the gold and silver 
medals.  This was the start of an amazing day of athletics for Millie, who then went on to win the silver medal in the 200m 
finals as well as jumping an outstanding 4.47m in the long jump competition, winning the gold and setting a new school 
record for Grays Convent!  More personal best performances and medals followed with the other year 7 athletes in the field 
events, with Mary Lawson throwing 7.05m in shot put and winning the silver and Tia Gize-Uwakwe and Mehekpreet Kaur 
winning the silver and bronze medals respectively in the Discus.  Tia’s throw of 19.95m also set a new school record in the 
Discus for this age group!  Millie was back for a final performance on the track in the Year 7 girls relay, along with Ava, Sally-
Ann Kamara, and Eve, where they executed seamless baton exchanges throughout, giving them the edge to hold their lead 
to the finish line and claim the gold medals that they rightly deserved. Along with the rest of their team they totted up the 
points on both the track and field to finish in 1st place in the Year 7 girls’ competition with 84 points; which was 17 points 
ahead of William Edwards, who finished in 2nd place. 
 

In the junior (Year 8 & 9) competition Sophie Pasztor started the day with a winning performance in the 1500m race, finishing 
1st comfortably ahead of the rest of the field.  Zahra Jasim also ran in the same race and added 3 points the to team total 
with 6th position and a new personal best time of 6m35.4s.  Next up was Winna Koho and Sadie Allison in the high jump 
competition. Both girls jumped well and despite not jumping new personal bests they finished joint third.  Winna is still only 
in Year 8 so has another year to compete in this age category, where I am sure she will continue to impress us.  Also competing 
in the field events were Karina Strzepka and Chidera Idika.  In her debut performance for the Grays Convent Athletics team, 
Karina proved she deserved her place by throwing 19.86m and winning the silver medal.  Chidera was our top points scorer 
on the field for the junior girls’ team, throwing a new personal best of 9.90m in the shot put, an increase of over 1 meter 
from her previous best throw, to claim gold and then finishing in silver medal position in the Discus competition.  Again, she 
was also competing against athletes a year older than her, so is definitely one to watch out for in the next season.  At the 
end of the competition, the Year 8 & 9 team had 61 points, leaving them in 3rd position, just five points behind Harris Chafford, 
who were second and 9 points behind William Edwards who won this age category with 70 points. 
 

Despite having finished their GCSE exams and now enjoying their extended summer break, six of the Year 11 athletics team 
took time out to compete one last time alongside our Year 10’s to forge the winning formula for this year’s Inter girls (Year 
10 & 11) competition.  Napsugar Pasztor did not disappoint with a double gold in the Shot put and Discus competition, where 
she set a new personal best and Year 10/11 school record with a throw of 24.34m.  As well as this she completed her school 
athletics career with a silver medal on the track in the 1500m, losing only to her team mate, Isobel Pitney, who led the race 
throughout to claim her gold medal.  Ama Donkor also returned last week, competing in both the Hammer and Javelin 
competitions.  She threw a personal best of 20.10m in the hammer, winning the silver medal and despite her Javelin throws 
not going exactly to plan, she still finished in 6th position, gaining 3 points for the team totals.  Esther Enirayten contributed 
a further 8 points by finishing in 5th place in both the 80m hurdles and the high jump competitions, helping the team to gain 
a further lead in the competition.  A huge thank you to Khamila Busari who not only returned to support our winning 
performance but also took on the long jump competition due to a last-minute change, scoring vital points; won a bronze 
medal in the triple jump competition and then was willing to support her relay team by changing legs to run as the anchor in 
the 4 x 100m relay.  She showed she is not only an excellent athlete but a real team player too!  The Year 10 athletes also 
shone throughout the day, Erin Pitney jumped 1.36m in the high jump competition to be crowned district champion.  Showing 
why she was chosen earlier this season to compete in multi-events, she also earnt bronze medals in the 80m Hurdles and 
200m races, despite competing against many athletes a year older than herself!  Tiara Williams has worked hard this season 
on her long jump and the hard work showed when she jumped a new personal best of 4.40m and was rewarded with the 
bronze medal.  The last event on the track was the 4 x 100m relay, where Erin and Khamila were joined by Caprice McCalla 
and Silvia Osagie.  It was a nail-biting finish with Grays Convent finishing in silver medal position but an excellent way to finish 
for the Year 11 students.  Along with so many other consistent and impressive performances from the rest of the team the 
Grays Convent Inter girls were crowned District Champions for the fifth year running with 121 points, 30 points ahead of 
William Edwards who were placed 2nd. 

District Athletics Champions Once Again! 
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The Overall final results saw Grays Convent High School placed 1st overall in the girls’ championship with a score of 266 points, 
a huge 38 point lead over William Edwards who came in 2nd place.  The perseverance and teamwork shone throughout the 
whole team over the competition, congratulations to all our athletes, you were amazing! 
 

The new school records achieved in this year’s competition were as follows: 
 

Millie Mansfield – Year 7 girls Long jump 4.47m 
 

Tia Gize-Uwakwe – Year 7 girls Discus 19.95m 
 

Napsugar Pasztor – Year 10/11 Discus 24.34m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sophie Pasztor 
District Champion Year 8/9 1500m 

Isobel Pitney – District Champion Year 10/11 1500m 
and Napsugar Pasztor silver medallist 

Erin Pitney – Bronze medal in 
Year 10/11 girls 80m Hurdles 

Tiara Williams – Bronze Medal in 
Year 10/11 girls Long jump 

Chidera Idika – District Champion Year 8/9 
Shotput and Silver medallist in Year 8/9 Discus 

Napsugar Pazstor – District Champion 
in Year 10/11 girls shot put 

& Alannah Edward Silver medalist 

Napsugar Pasztor – District Champion in 
Year 10/11 girls Discus, 
set a new school record 

Millie Mansfield – District Champion in 
Year 7 girls long jump, 

set a new school record of 4.47m 

Millie Mansfield – District Champion in Year 7 
girls 800m & Ava Boucard silver medallist 
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Erin Pitney – Bronze medal in 
Year 10/11 girls 200m 

Semi Oladipopu-Smith – District Champion 
in Year 7 girls 70m Hurdles 

Winna Koho & Sadie Allison 
joint bronze medal winners 
in Year 8/9 girls high jump 

Karina Strzepka – Silver medal winner 
in Year 8/9 girls javelin 

Millie Mansfield – Silver medal in 
Year 7 girls 200m and Mehakpreet Kaur 
bronze medallist in Year 7 girls Discus 

Tia Gize-Uwakwe – Silver medal in Year 7 
girls Discus, set a new school record 
& Mary Lawson, silver medallist in 

Year 7 girls shot put 

Year 7 girls relay District Champions 
Ava Boucard, Eve Boateng, Sally-Ann Kamara 

& Millie Mansfield 

Khamila Busari in action, completing 
the Year 10/11 relay race to 

secure silver for her team 

Millie Mansfield leaping to victory 
in the Year 7 girls long jump 



 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Grays Convent Athletic Team – District Athletics Champions 2023 
 

 
Mrs Bailey 

Napsugar’s winning throw in the 
Year 10/11 Discus competition 

Khamila Busari, Silvia Osagie and Caprice McCalla 
celebrating their silver medal in the Year 10/11 girls relay 

Millie collecting the Year 7 girls overall 
winner’s trophy on behalf of her team 

Ama Donkor receiving the Year 10/11 
girls overall District Champions trophy 

Napsugar Pasztor being presented with the 
overall girls District Champions trophy 
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Mrs Burrow 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Instrumental Lessons at Grays Convent 
have been very popular in the past, and 
we currently have a number of 
vacancies with our provider, Thurrock 
Music Services.  I am pleased to be able 
to confirm that this year Thurrock 
Music Services are not increasing their 
prices for the coming school year.  If 
your daughter/ward would like to 
undertake instrumental tuition at the 
School in September, we would relish 
the thought of arranging her tuition 
with a high-quality instrumental 
teacher. 
 
Currently almost any instrument can be 
undertaken, but a sample of the most 
popular for students includes Flute, 
Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Horn, 
Trombone, Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano, 
Guitar (electric/acoustic/bass), Drum 
Kit, Percussion, Voice.  If you can think 
of it, we can (hopefully) accommodate 
it for you.  Please simply complete the 
form and we will do the rest. 
 

If you would like to 
consider tuition for your 
daughter in the coming 
School term 
(September), please 

register your interest now using the 
form at the link 
(https://tinyurl.com/gchsmus) or scan 
the QR code, and we'll start get things 
set-up for you. 
 
If you have any queries about 
instrumental music or any aspect of 
music provision at Grays Convent, 
please don’t hesitate to contact Mr 
White, Head of Music on 
whiteg@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk. 

Mr White 

Get the Studybugs App 

the quick and easy way to report your daughter’s 

absence 

Subject News… 

Computer Science 

Is your daughter a 

musician, or a musician 

in the waiting? 

Central Processing Unit (CPU) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Burr 

Answer: Register 
 

https://tinyurl.com/gchsmus
mailto:whiteg@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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To take part, you simply need to log in to your Renaissance Learning account 
https://ukhosted42.renlearn.co.uk/2237696/ and quiz on as many books as you 
can. 
 

The students with the highest word counts in each year group will be awarded a 
£10.00 Amazon voucher.  Word counts will be generated from quizzes taken 
between 21st July-1st September. 
 

For this summer only, we have secured access to a Renaissance Learning’s online 
library and non-fiction materials. 
 

Go to https://www.myon.co.uk and enter your login 
information: 

1. School Name: Summer Reads 
2. Username: GCHS 
3. Password: GRC123! 

 

Happy reading! 
Mrs Nyland 

 

 
 

Urgent!  Applications for the Sacrament of Confirmation available from 
24th June for Students who will be going into Years 10 & 11 in 
September. 
 

If your daughter is currently in Year 9 & 10, you may wish to discuss the possibility 
of making their Sacrament of Confirmation.  This is a free choice to confirm their 
faith in Jesus Christ and their commitment as His followers to participating in the 
life of the Church. 
 

The application forms will be available to collect from the Catechist at the back of 
St Thomas’s Church after all weekend Masses from the weekend of 
Saturday/Sunday 24th 25th June.  You will be asked to choose a date for interview 
in July, and the Confirmation course will begin in September 2023 for students 
who will be in Year 10 & 11.  If you or your daughter have any queries, please ask 
to speak to the Catechist at St Thomas of Canterbury Church. 
 

(Students have been told about this in Forms and will also being informed in R.E. 
Classes.) 
 

As always, I am also available for any queries, help or support at school. 
God bless you, 

Miss Carson 

 
 

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society 
has a number of Gold Bond Charity 
places for runners in the London 
Marathon taking place on Sunday 21st 
April 2024. 
 

If you are an experienced runner or 
someone who would value the 
opportunity to participate in this 
renowned event please contact Damian 
Dillon for further details on 07912 
308000 / ddillon@bccs.org.uk. 
 

The closing date for completed 
applications is Friday 28th July and 
please note that there is a minimum 
sponsorship requirement of £1800 
(excluding Gift Aid).  If you have been 
lucky enough to secure your own 
running place through the ballot, we 
would invite you to join us and run for 
Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society.  
The London Marathon is a unique 
opportunity to raise much needed 
funds for the Diocesan Children’s 
Society and perhaps achieve a lifetime 
ambition at the same time. 

 
 

 

 
 

Monday 24th July to 
Friday 1st September 

Summer Holiday Whole School 

Thursday 24th August GCSE Results Day Year 11 

Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th 
September 

Non-Pupil Days Whole School 

Wednesday 6th 
September 

Students return at 8:25am Years 7-11 

KS3 Summer Reading Challenge 

Notice for Parents of Students in Years 9 & 10 

London Marathon 2024 

Key Dates and Events 

https://ukhosted42.renlearn.co.uk/2237696/
https://www.myon.co.uk/
mailto:ddillon@bccs.org.uk
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Many congratulations to 
 

Carys Walton 8D 
 

who has reached in excess of 900 achievement points.  Carys 
has worked her way through the different levels of awards 
and has now reached the highest award in school for 
achievement points. 
 

Carys is an outstanding student who regularly contributes to 
school life and thoroughly deserves this top award. 
 

Mrs Johnson presented Carys with her Double Platinum 
badge and certificate. 
 

 
 

17 students reached in excess of 400 achievement points and 
obtained the Deputy Head Teacher’s Silver Award: 
 

Imogen Rout 7D 
Ayat Mustafa 7E 

Mia McCaffrey 7M 
Elizabeth Ogundipe 8D 

Andreea Boca 8E 
Chidera Idika 8E 
Arshi Islam 8E 

Rachael Chukwuka 8L 
Daria Iovu 8L 

Iyanu Onadipe 8L 
Haniya Rashid 8M 

Amy Smith 8M 
Mishri Patel 9.23 
Jessica Rout 9.27 

Peace Olayiwola-Jacobs 10.1 
Chloe Blankson 10.36 

Efia Sarpong Duker 10.5 
 

Mrs Collis presented the Silver Award students with their 
badge and certificate. 
 

 
 

This week 5 students reached in excess of 600 achievement 
points and obtained the Gold Head Teacher’s Award.  Many 
congratulations to: 
 

Marissa Mudzuri 7E 
Muntaha Ferdous 8D 

Renesha Lewin 8L 
Efe Donkor 9.25 

Amelie Soong 10.1 
 

Mrs Johnson presented the 5 students with their Gold award 
– a fantastic achievement. 
 

 
 

This week 25 students reached in excess of 200 achievement 
points with Year 9 students storming ahead of the rest. 
 

Andra Stanescu 8M 
Konyinsola Ogunbola 9.23 
Adenike Bamiduro 9.24 

Zakirah Hassen 9.24 
Ella Keay 9.24 

Janice Nabacwa 9.24 
Leeya Bronisz 9.25 
Freya Bryant 9.25 

Alicia Owusu-Amponsah 9.26 
Miruna Stanciu 9.26 
Jasmine Aujla 9.27 

Chloe Cao 9.27 
Nabilah Haque 9.27 
Riana Mjekiqi 9.27 
Dami Ogunleye 9.27 
Gabriella Okafor 9.27 
Simone Owiredu 9.27 

Shobita Sidhu 9.27 
Summer Smith-Thomas 9.27 

Paulina Jezierska 10.1 
Gabrielle Noakes 10.1 

 

The bronze students received their bronze award from the 
Heads of Year. 

 

At the end of term we had over 400 students receive their bronze award with many other students going on to obtain the 
higher level awards through their achievement points.  A fantastic achievement! 
 

And finally………… 
 

Princess Aninakwa 8D 
 

is the first student in Grays Convent to reach over 1000 achievement points!  Princess is an outstanding student who has 
obtained every level achievement badge.  Huge congratulations to Princess and to all of our award winning students. 
 

Many congratulations to all of this week’s award winning students. 
Mrs Bishop 

Double Platinum Award 

Silver Deputy Headteacher’s Award 

Gold Headteacher’s Award 

Bronze Assistant Headteacher’s Award 
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/staying-safe-online-summer-holidays 
 
With the summer holidays fast approaching children and 
young people will have more free time to spend with friends, 
family and online. 
 
For some, this will be spent using the internet to keep in touch 
with friends, catch up with the latest apps and online trends, 
and playing their favourite games. 
 
Sit down together 
For parents, the summer holidays are a great chance to sit down with your children.  Together you can visit their favourite 
sites and play their favourite games, this is a great way to stay up to date with online lives and show them that you’re 
interested in what they are doing. 
 
The holidays are also a good opportunity to have positive conversations about the internet, so if something ever does upset 
your child online they would feel more confident in confiding in you.  Our conversation starters are a great tool to help 
encourage an open dialogue with your child. 
 
Social media and staying in touch 
During the summer holidays, young people may want to keep in touch with their friends through social networking sites or 
games.  It’s a good time to ask them about what sites they use, and check any age requirements as many social media sites 
require users to be at least 13 years old. 
 
Encourage your children to use the privacy tools on the services they use, so that the content they post is only available to 
people they know and trust in real life.  To help your children set these up; we have a guide to the privacy settings on the 
different sites.  You can also download the UK Safer Internet Centre's safety checklists for popular sites such as Instagram, 
Snapchat and Facebook. 

Mr Burr 
 
  

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Staying Safe Online in the Summer Holidays 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

 Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

 Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

 Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

 NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/staying-safe-online-summer-holidays
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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Prepare for “Excellent spelling!” at Spelling Tests, assessments and Spelling Bee! 

3 SPELLING BEE COMPETITIONS THIS YEAR 

For Year 7- Autumn Term        For Year 8 - Spring Term        For Year 9 – Summer Term 
 

Well done! 

Week 37 

 

For Year 7 For Year 8 FOR YEAR 9 

breakable 
disposable 
enjoyable 
enviable 

identifiable 
manageable 

miserable 
probable 
reliable 

respectable 

fret 

loath 

entwist 

dotage 

upbraid 

conjunction 

enmity 

recount 

discourse 

amiable 

unsympathetic 
exploitative 
grandiose 
altruistic 
penitent 

perceptive 
culpable 

duplicitous 
advantaged 
ingratiating 

 

For Year 8: a midsummer night’s dream 
fret: twist together 
loath: friendly and agreeable in disposition; good-natured 
and likable. 
entwist: worry 
dotage: to reprove sharply; reproach. 
upbraid: a deterioration of mental faculties; senility 
conjunction: verbal expression in speech or writing 
enmity: to narrate the facts or particulars of 
recount: deep-seated, often mutual hatred 
discourse: a joint or simultaneous occurrence; concurrence 
amiable: be unwilling or reluctant; disinclined. 
 

For Year 9: an inspector calls  
unsympathetic: not feeling, showing, or 
expressing sympathy 
exploitative: making use of a situation or treating 
others 
unfairly in order to gain an advantage or benefit 
grandiose: extravagantly or pretentiously 
imposing in appearance or style 
altruistic: showing a disinterested and selfless 
concern for the well-being of others; unselfish 
penitent: feeling or showing sorrow and regret for having done wrong 
perceptive: having or showing sensitive insight 
culpable: deserving blame 
duplicitous: deceitful 
advantaged: having a comparatively favourable position in terms of economic or social circumstances 
ingratiating: intended to gain approval or favour 
 

Learn them to improve your spelling!!! 
Miss Petrova 

  

Spelling Bee 
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Thursday 14th September 2023 
Thursday 7th December 2023 

18.00 till 19.00 
Via MS Teams 

 

We are pleased to offer Parents and Carers the opportunity to attend a one hour awareness raising session with the aim of 
increasing knowledge of Gangs and Child Criminal Exploitation. 
 

This session will identify the harms associated with gangs and county lines, and will look at practical advice on how to support 
a young person who you may be concerned about in relation to exploitation. 
 

Complete this short application form, to book your place. 
 

A week before the date of your session, you will be sent through a calendar invite and email containing the MS Teams link 
 

DATA PROTECTION 
In accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation 2018, the information provided on this form will be held for the 
purposes of training and development.  This information will be stored securely in electronic format and any original hard 
copies disposed of as confidential waste.  The information will be processed by members of the LSCP Business Team and will 
be kept in accordance with retention policies.  It may be shared with other LSCP members for the purposes of audit and 
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Dates: 
September 2023 
December 2023 
 

 

 
 

For students currently in 
Years 8, 9 & 10. 

 

BCYS Youth Gather, 21st-22nd October, 
Essex Outdoors on Mersea Island 

 

This is a very popular event with schools across the 
Diocese, so book now to avoid disappointment. 

 

Youth Gather is back for 2023 and the BCYS are absolutely 
thrilled to be joined by the fantastic Adenike, semi-finalist on 
the voice, who many of you will have seen perform and 
heard from at Flame back in March. 
 

Taking place at Essex Outdoors on Mersea Island, there is 
cabin accommodation and a brilliant range of outward 
bound activities, opportunities for climbing high ropes, 
archery, zip wires and much more to keep you challenged 
and entertained, plus performances, input and workshops 
from Adenike and the SVP!  All meals are included, plus two 
Mersea activities, 2 BCYS workshops, accommodation and 
travel to and from Mersea Island – all of this for just £70! 
 

The event is open to those who will be in school Year 9 and 
above next term including opportunities for young leaders 
(age 18 and above) in the Brentwood Diocese.  Apply now at: 
www.bcys.net/events/yg23/ 

Miss Carson 

 

 
 

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 11-16 - WE WANT 
TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

 

The Den is an informal virtual hangout for young people aged 
11-16 providing an opportunity for young people to share 
their experiences and work together to improve services for 
young people with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities, living or attending education in Thurrock. 
 

Meeting via MS Teams from 5.30pm on the following dates: 
 

Friday 29th September 2023 
Tuesday 31st October 2023 

Monday 13th November 2023 
Wednesday 13th December 2023 

 

You can join ‘The Den’ and participate in regular online 
meetings and share thoughts and feelings on our online 
pinboard.  Parents and / or guardians must complete this 
online registration form: 
https://forms.office.com/e/xECdu8uE5A 

Thurrock Children’s Services 

Awareness Raising Session for Parents and Carers to Increase Knowledge of Gangs 

and Child Criminal Exploitation 

Hurray!  Youth Gather returns! The Den!  An online engagement 

opportunity for 11-16 year olds with 

SEND 

https://forms.office.com/e/xECdu8uE5A
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