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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to the new academic year.  I hope you are enjoying the lovely weather. 
 
As you can see Grays Convent girls 
celebrated another set of excellent 
GCSE results again!  With 56 of the top 
grade 9’s (the gold standard A**) 
achieved, nearly a third of girls 
achieved the top grades of 7, 8 or 9 
and 46% achieved the grades of 9-6.  
We ‘bested’ the 2019 results, the last 
time the ‘gloves were off’ for support 
for young people pre-Covid. 
 
 
5 years of commitment and dedication 
was rewarded and Year 11’s efforts of 
conscientious study and responding to 
the advice and guidance of their 
exceptional teachers meant that they 
were heading off in their droves to 
their next adventures in sixth forms all 
over the area.  Behind the statistics are 
some amazing individual success 
stories, girls who have overcome all sorts of challenges, and we are proud of every single girl for giving their very best.  Notable 
student achievements and special credit goes to, amongst so many others: 
 
Top students: Haneefa Ahmed with 8- 9’s and 4-8’s; Evie Newman with 8-9’s and 2-8’s and Mariam Smith with 6-9’s and 5-8’s.  
Congratulations are well deserved by Ama Donkor, Head girl, who achieved 2-8’s, 7-7’s and 2-6’s whilst also carrying out her 
other duties across the school. 
 
A very warm welcome to our Grays Convent family to all of our new pupils and families, and also to our new staff: 

 Ms Hector, who is the new Head of Careers and PSHEC, as well as an English & Media teacher 

 Ms Aigbe, our new English teacher 

 Ms Winn, our new LST 
 
The curriculum outline links will be posted to you next week so that you know what is going on with your daughter’s learning 
this half term.  Please take a look so that you can talk to your daughter about her learning. 
 
And finally, compulsory Y7 Choir begins on Monday 11th September from 3:20 to 4:20pm (a letter has been sent to you), and 
so does Homework club for all year groups Monday to Friday. 
 
On the feast of Our Lady’s birthday, I offer my prayers to her for you all, praying for peace and joy in your families this term.  
Enjoy the sun this weekend - and don’t forget - reusable cutlery and reusable water bottles!! 
 
Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Friday 8

th

 September 2023 
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Thank you for sending your daughter back in great school 
uniform on the whole. 
 

From Monday we will be sanctioning those who have fake 
nails, or gel nails, false eyelashes, piercings or incorrect hair 
colours. 
 

Our uniform policy is balanced and even, and can be found 
here, on our school website. 
 

Grays Convent School – Uniform Policy 
 

To point out: 

 Skirts are expected to be at the knee and this is enforced 
in school; 

 Hair colours are to be natural colours - not blue or green 
for example as they do not appear naturally on hair; 

 Earrings may be worn - one stud in the earlobe, and no 
other jewellery; 

 And short white socks may be worn until half term under 
plain black shoes and not boots. 

 

As winter will be on us before we know it, black or blue coats 
can be worn with no obvious or offensive markings. 
 

We are proud of our uniform, and its 117-year history for our 
community, and hope that you will support us in this. 

Mrs Johnson 
 

 
 

 
 
Has your daughter 
outgrown her school 
uniform over the summer 

break?  Does she have things that 
still have life in them but that she no 
longer has need for? 
 
If so, please consider donating her old 

uniform and/or PE kit to the school so it 
can be given a new home.  We are especially in need of 
blazers and skirts.  Thank you. 

Mrs Burrow 
 

 
 
Please check your daughter’s water bottle is made 
of plastic – NOT GLASS.  Unfortunately, we have 
had instances of broken glass bottles which have 
caused a hazard in the school. 

Mr O’Hanlon 

 
 

 
Mrs Burrow 

 
 

 
 

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 11-16 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

 
The Den is an informal virtual hangout for young people aged 
11-16 providing an opportunity for young people to share 
their experiences and work together to improve services for 
young people with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities, living or attending education in Thurrock. 
 
Meeting via MS Teams from 5.30pm on the following dates: 
 

Friday 29th September 2023 
Tuesday 31st October 2023 

Monday 13th November 2023 
Wednesday 13th December 2023 

 
You can join ‘The Den’ and participate in regular online 
meetings and share thoughts and feelings on our online 
pinboard.  Parents and / or guardians must complete this 
online registration form: 
https://forms.office.com/e/xECdu8uE5A 

Thurrock Children’s Services 
 
 
 
 

Uniform 

Uniform recycling… 

Water Bottles 

Get the Studybugs App 

the quick and easy way to report your 

daughter’s absence 

The Den!  An online engagement 

opportunity for 11-16 year olds with 

SEND 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/629dc7b3307b7478337433b2/t/6405c0bc7f38c44b6aebf91d/1678098620981/School%2BUniform%2BPolicy%2B-%2BAutumn%2B2022.pdf
https://forms.office.com/e/xECdu8uE5A
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We are delighted to see all our students back at school and to welcome the new girls into our 
school family.  We prayed for all our students and for your families at our Staff Mass on 
Monday and we hope all the new girls will feel loved and welcome and that it will be a blessed 
year for us all. 
 
The Heads of Year lit candles for each of their year groups and we prayed for all the pupils 
that rooted in Christ will develop all their talents and flourish to their full potential and make 
lasting friendships. 
 

 
 
 
In the business of life, let us remember the 
importance of sharing meal times together 
and making time for one to one conversation 
with our young people.  One of the best gifts 
we can give is to make time to listen to them 
and our words can have a lasting effect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Feast Day!  Today is the Birthday of Mary, Mother of God. 
We celebrated the Birthday of Mary, Mother of God in our Form Prayers and we had Rosary Group in 
each of the lunch times to pray for peace in our world and for the prayers of our hearts.  We also reflected 
on Jer.1:5 which tells us that God has a plan for our lives.  He had a very special plan for Mary, which she 
fulfilled through her obedience to God’s will.  Mary says: “Do whatever he tells you.” 
 

 

Welcome Back! 

The blue candles 
represent each 

Year Group 
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SACRAMENTS: 
Has your daughter made her First Holy Communion? 
If your daughter is Roman Catholic and has missed any of the sacraments e.g. First Holy Communion, perhaps due to moving 
country or schools please speak to your local parish priest and you can also contact Miss Carson the school Chaplain.  I am 
very happy to support your daughter in preparation for the sacraments.  carsonc@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 
 
Wishing you a very blessed and happy new school year. 

Miss Carson 

mailto:carsonc@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 
 

 
 

We have the CEOP report button at the bottom of our website: 
 

 
 

Mr Burr 

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Internet Safety Tip – Have you looked at the CEOP website recently? 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

 Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

 Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

 Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

 NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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The deadline for the KS3 Summer Reading Challenge has been extended to Friday 29th September as students could not 
access Renaissance Learning over the summer holidays.  To take part, you simply need to log in to your Renaissance Learning 
account https://ukhosted42.renlearn.co.uk/2237696/ and quiz on the books you have read. 
 
The students with the highest word counts in each year group on this date will be awarded a £10.00 Amazon voucher. 

Mrs Nyland 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

KS3 Summer Reading Challenge 

DEADLINE EXTENDED DUE TO RENAISSANCE LEARNING SOFTWARE UPGRADE 

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 

 

Extra-Curricular Sports Timetable – 3:30-4:30pm 

 

https://ukhosted42.renlearn.co.uk/2237696/
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ACTING DIALOGUE 
Tracy: “I came to audition for Corny. My name is 
Tracy Turnblad and like you I go to Patterson Park 
High. I cut school to come down here. Isn’t that too 
cool? I’m sorry I’m just a little nervous, can I start 
over? I assure you I’ll calm down, right after I have 
a heart attack!!” 

 

HAIRSPRAY THE MUSICAL AUDITION PIECES 
If you are interested in auditioning for the School Production of Hairspray the Musical then please take note of the below 
audition pieces.  These are just a few of the parts in the production and if you audition using a piece below it does not mean 
you will necessarily get cast as this part  but it will give us an indication of what you are capable of. 
 

Please ensure you learn the section of the song allocated using the YouTube clip and also the short piece of dialogue. 
 

Please choose ONE part below to audition for.  Please DO NOT audition for all parts. Time is limited and each candidate will 
be allocated a 2 minute slot. 
 

Please note you are welcome to audition with your own material if preferred. 
 

TRACY TURNBLAD 
SONG 
“Good Morning Baltimore” https://youtu.be/CJR6my7A_Vk?si=-ZPuzUCi8aOOB7Bk (Start from 3 minutes 19 seconds on 
the clip-lyrics below) 
Oh, Oh 
Give me a chance 
'Cause when I start to dance I'm a movie star 
Oh, oh, oh 
Something inside of me makes me move 
When I hear the groove 
 

My ma tells me no 
But my feet tell me go! 
It's like a drummer inside my heart 
Oh, oh, oh 
Don't make me wait 
One more moment for my life to start... 
 
VELMA VON-TUSSLE 
SONG 
“The Legend of Miss Baltimore Crabs” https://youtu.be/K5WW3yBtJls?si=vPNph_X51BVonZBZ (Start from 13 seconds in-
lyrics below) 
Oh, my God, how times have changed 
This girl's either blind or completely deranged 
Ah, but time seemed to halt 
When I was, "Miss Baltimore Crabs" 
 

ACTING DIALOGUE 
Velma: “Your acting was atrocious today, 
Amber!  I’m willing to lie, cheat and steal to 
win you that Miss Hairspray crown, but 
you’ve got to work with me.  Now let me at 
that zit!” 

https://youtu.be/CJR6my7A_Vk?si=-ZPuzUCi8aOOB7Bk
https://youtu.be/K5WW3yBtJls?si=vPNph_X51BVonZBZ
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Childhood dreams for me were cracked 
When that damn Shirley Temple stole my perfect act 
But the crown's in the vault 
From when I won, "Miss Baltimore Crabs" 
 

MOTORMOUTH MAYBELLE 
SONG 
“I Know Where I’ve Been” https://youtu.be/H-2He8cNHdw?si=BfLpvFEj0gukWB8K (Start from 3 minutes 8 seconds on the 
clip- lyrics below)  
There's a dream in the future, there's a struggle 
We have yet to win 
Use that pride in our hearts 
To lift us up, to tomorrow 
'Cause just to sit still would be a sin 
 

I know it, I know it 
I know where I'm going 
And Lord knows I know 
Where I've been 
 

SEAWEED J. STUBBS 
SONG 
“Run and Tell That” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc93Q5qnaT0 (Start from 25 seconds in- lyrics below)  
I can't see 
Why people look at me 
And only see the color of my face 
And then there's those 
That try to help, god knows 
But always have to put me in my place 
but I won't ask you to be color blind 
'Cause if you pick the fruit 
Then girl, you're sure to find... 
 

The blacker the berry 
The sweeter the juice 
I could say it ain't so 
But darlin', what's the use? 
The darker the chocolate 
The richer the taste 
And that's where it's at... 
... now baby run and tell that!! 
 

LINK LARKIN 
SONG 
“It Takes Two” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-JVRH2pQho 
They say it's a man's world 
Well, that cannot be denied 
But what good's a man's world 
Without a woman by his side 
And so I will wait 
Until that moment you decide 
That I'm your man 
And you're my girl 
That I'm the sea 
And you're the pearl 
It takes two, baby, 
It takes two 
 
 
 

Mrs Grint 

ACTING DIALOGUE 
Motormouth: “So you’ve tried once and 
failed.  We can’t get lazy when things get 
crazy.  Children, you were not the first to try 
and you won’t be the last, but I am here to 
tell you that I’m gonna keep lining up until 
someday somebody breaks through” 

ACTING DIALOGUE 
Seaweed: “Pssst, Penny!  I’ve come to 
rescue the fair maiden from her tower!  
From the first moment I saw you I knew 
that even the colours of our skin couldn’t 
keep us apart” 

ACTING DIALOGUE 
Link: “I’ve been singing and dancing and 
smiling on that show for three year waiting 
for it to lead to my big break.  You’ve got 
everything Tracy; brains, talent, personality.  
Me?  I’ve got one chance to get seen 
nationwide” 

https://youtu.be/H-2He8cNHdw?si=BfLpvFEj0gukWB8K
http://www.songlyrics.com/hairspray/i-know-where-i-ve-been-lyrics/#1710068
http://www.songlyrics.com/hairspray/i-know-where-i-ve-been-lyrics/#1710068
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc93Q5qnaT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-JVRH2pQho
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We would like to congratulate our 14 LAMDA candidates for their outstanding grades awarded.  All 14 girls achieved 
Distinction grades with Daisy Padmore achieving a whopping 95 marks out of the 100 available.  A huge well done to the girls 
for all their hard work and dedication for their exam which they had on Thursday 6th July 2023. 
 

Name Grade 

Isabelle Gardner Grade 4 acting 

Mishri Patel Grade 4 acting 

Faith Ndegwa Grade 4 acting 

Daisy Padmore Grade 3 acting 

Sienna Creighton Grade 3 acting 

Jekaylnn McKenn Grade 3 acting 

Sania Raza Grade 3 acting 

Elizabeth Roy Grade 2 acting 

Naomi Vera Grade 2 acting 

Larissa Atta Grade 2 acting 

Roula Kanarachos-Freese Grade 2 acting 

Isabelle Barker Grade 2 acting 

Kaylan Merrell Grade 2 acting 

Semmy Oladipupo Grade 2 acting 
 

This is sadly Isabelle, Jekaylnn, Faith & Mishri's last LAMDA exam as they move into Year 10 and on to their GCSEs in Drama.  
Here are some photos of the girls being given the great news on Thursday this week.  What a way to start the new school 
year! 
 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs O’Donoghue & Mrs Grint 

Fabulous LAMDA results for our students! 
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Thursday 14th September Year 10 Information Evening – 6-7pm Year 10 
Monday 18th to Friday 22nd 

September 
Year 7 Baseline Testing Year 7 

Wednesday 20th September Geography Field Trip – Epping Forest Year 10 
Thursday 21st September Year 7 Information Evening – 6-7pm Year 7 

Friday 22nd September Jeans for Genes Day Whole School 
Monday 25th September Years 7, 9 & 10 Portrait Photographs Years 7, 9 & 10 

Wednesday 27th September 
Year 6 Open Evening 5-8pm 

(Early close 11:45am – students leave at 11:45 – no lunches) 
Whole School 

Thursday 28th September Late start – students in school for 9:30am Whole School 

 

Awareness Raising Session for Parents and Carers to Increase Knowledge of Gangs 

and Child Criminal Exploitation 

Key Dates and Events 


