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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Welcome back all and I hope that your daughter is settling in as the term begins in earnest.  Thank you for sending your 
daughter back looking well in her uniform- fixed up and looking sharp! 
 

As the weather gets cold, although we have all been incredibly hot in school today as the heating is on, can you please ensure 
that your daughter has a coat.  We are expecting a cold and wet snap - an umbrella is useful as it is not always possible to get 
to the canteen through the hall due to events such as exams or assembly.  The canteen is open before school, from 8am if the 
weather is inclement, but we do like girls to have at least half an hour out of doors in the healthy air at lunchtime when we 
can get them out. 
 

Although we said a sad goodbye to some fabulous members of staff, we welcome Mrs Fraser and Mrs Paixao, who join us in 
RE and MFL.  Their start is slightly delayed until the 22nd January - work is being set by both Heads of Department until they 
arrive.  We have welcomed Mr Evans back into our fold as our History and Geography teacher. 
 

We congratulate Ms Bird on becoming the new SENCO, having completed her training, and Ms Duque-Mora who is now the 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages.  Mrs Beck should also be congratulated on succeeding Mrs C Smith, who will retire shortly, 
as the school’s attendance officer. 
 

We wish all our new staff every success and staff new to their roles too. 
 

The Homework club begins again on Monday 8th January.  As per Mrs Gardner’s email, also shared on Google classroom with 
the girls, the Homework club has become so popular that we have had to split the locations to ensure computer access.  Both 
rooms will remain staffed. 
 

Alongside this the Year 11 intervention timetable remains in place.  With 
not many weeks to go, GCSES begin in earnest in May 2024 with Art, 
Textiles Photography, MFL Speaking exams and Drama before this, it is 
important that your daughter takes up what is on offer - for free!  You will 
have to help her navigate her way around it; it is on a 2 week timetable 
and she cannot attend everything.  Please see intervention timetable on 
the next page. 
 

The Bishop has asked that we keep the crib up in school until the 2nd 
February, a date known as Candlemas.  Candlemas is the feast of the 
Presentation of our Lord Jesus, one of the oldest feasts of the Christian 
church, celebrated since the 4th century AD in Jerusalem.  This is when 
Jesus would have been taken to the temple for the first time after his birth.  
The crib is however a good reminder that the business of Christmas is not 
over, even if we take down the decorations this weekend on the Epiphany! 

 

Enjoy the weekend, I think we should 
have just 2 days a week in school, don’t 
you?! 
 

Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 
 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Friday 5

th

 January 2024 

‘Christmas Begins’. 
When the song of the Angels is stilled. 

When the star in the sky is gone. 
When the Magi and elders are home. 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the Hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among all peoples, 
To make music in the heart.  Amen 
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**Wednesday 10th January** **Year 11 Art/Textiles/Photography trip to V&A Museum** Year 11 
Thursday 18th January Year 6 Primary Creative Taster Day Year 6 
Thursday 25th January Year 11 Parents’ Evening Year 11 

Friday 26th January Holocaust Memorial Day – Justice & Peace Group  

 
**REMINDER** 
The trip to the V&A Museum is on Wednesday 10th January. 
Please make sure your daughter is wearing full school uniform (no jewellery or makeup please).  She should wear comfortable 
shoes or trainers.  It is essential that she brings her sketchbook, pencil case/drawing equipment.  She should also bring a 
camera, a phone if she has one, and a packed lunch.  She will register as normal and come to Room 16 for Period 1. 
  

Year 11 Intervention 2023-2024 

Key Dates and Events 
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This feast is traditionally celebrated on 6th January, but this year the Holy Day of Obligation is transferred to Sunday 7th 
January 2024. 
 

Miss Collis gave a lovely assembly about the Epiphany relating it to our understanding of diversity.  The Epiphany is the day 
when the wise men (the kings) who had been seeking the new born King whose reign will be without end, came to worship 
Jesus.  The wise men came from different parts of the world, from different countries and cultures: they represent all of us, 
the gentiles (non-Jews) and Jesus welcomes everyone.  Epiphany means showing and it is the day that Jesus was revealed to 
the whole world. 
 

On the Continent, the Feast of the Epiphany is called Little Christmas and it is the day they give their Christmas presents 
because the kings gave Jesus gifts of gold for a king, frankincense because he is God, and myrrh for buriel, because he is the 
sacrifice, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world and rises again, bringing eternal life to us all. Jesus is the 
Light of the World, bringing light and hope in our darkness, for he has overcome the world. Our future is secure in Him. 
 

In our Form prayers we have also been thinking about the Epiphany, and reflecting on Emmanuel, God with us and the many 
ways he reveals himself to us in our daily lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the Feast of the Epiphany traditionally Christians blessed their 
homes and marked them in chalk above the door with the year, 
crosses and initials of the 3 Wise Men: Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar.  The letters also stand for the Latin words Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat which means Christ bless our home.  20+C+M+B+24.  This originates from the Book of Exodus, when 
God’s people marked their houses in the blood of the lamb and they were saved. 
 

There are some House Blessings for you to choose from below.  God bless you, 
Miss Carson 

Feast of the Epiphany 
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An Irish blessing on your Home 
May God bless your home from its foundation to its roof. 
May he bless every door post every stone and timber. 
May he bless the family and table on which the food is set. 
May he bless every room for sound sleep at night. 
May he bless the door that we open willingly to the poor and to the stranger as well as to our 
relatives. 
May he bless the windows which let in the light to us from sun, moon and stars. 
May he bless the roof above our heads and each firm wall surrounding us today. 
With our neighbours may peace and love abound. 
May God bless this family of ours and keep it from danger; 
And may He lead us all to his own kingly house of hospitality for ever.  Amen. 
 

God Bless Our House 
God bless the corners of our house that hold the roof above 
And bless the hall and bless each wall and bless our hearts to love. 
God bless all those who live within, and all who enter here. 
And bless the door and bless the floor and keep us all sincere. 
God bless the rooms in which we sleep and where we find our rest. 
And bless the thought and bless the talk and bless our every guest. 
God bless us each and every one, our lives please help and guide. 
We ask for health before our wealth and peace with us abide. 
 

Home Blessing 
I ask the blessing of your peace in my home 
and in the homes of all my loved ones. 
Grant a time of peace to my family, 
the kind of peace the world cannot give; 
Your healing peace in the depths of our hearts, 
Your gentle solace in the midst of our cares. 
Lord please stay close to us all and bless our hearts with your peace. Amen. 
 

Home Blessing 
Lord God of heaven and earth, 
You revealed your Son to every nation by the light of a star. 
Bless our home and all who live here and those who visit us. 
Fill us with the light of Christ, 
That our love for one another reflects your love for all people. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 

Home Blessing 
O God, you revealed your Son to all people 
by the shining light of a star. 
We pray that you bless our home 
and all who live here by your gracious presence. 
May your love be an inspiration, your wisdom our guide, 
your truth our light, and your peace be our blessing; 
through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

Home Blessing 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you, 
The light of his presence cast its glow over you, 
The light of his goodness radiate in your hearts and into your home 
And burn brightly to guide you all in the way of his peace.  Amen 
 

Home Blessing 
May the Lord bless you all who live in this house, 
all who rest within these walls. 
May he bless your hopes, your dreams, 
bless your sharing, bless the yearnings of your hearts, 
bless your lives in every possible way. 
And may he bestow on all who dwell here the gift of his peace.  Amen. 


