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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

This week our local community has been in the headlines.  Many of our pupils and their families live in Tilbury and the nation 
has been celebrating 75 years since the HMT Empire Windrush docked in Tilbury on 22nd June 1948.  Its 1027 passengers who 
arrived in the UK from Caribbean countries between 1948 and 1971 became known as the Windrush generation.  Many had 
served in the British Armed forces in World War II.  So, the Windrush’s arrival has become a symbol of the generation of 
Commonwealth citizens who came to live in Britain at this time, they were urged to travel to help with labour shortages in the 
post war years. 
 

King Charles praised and celebrated the pioneers of the Windrush generation, saying it is crucially important to recognise the 
“immeasurable” difference they have made to British society. He said, “History is, thankfully and finally, beginning to accord 
a rightful place to those men and women of the Windrush generation,” Charles wrote “It is, I believe, crucially important that 
we should truly see and hear these pioneers who stepped off the Empire Windrush at Tilbury in June 1948 – only a few months 
before I was born – and those who followed over the decades, to recognise and celebrate the immeasurable difference that 
they, their children and their grandchildren have made to this country.” 
 

At a service to celebrate the anniversary, The Rev Rose Hudson-Wilkin, the bishop of Dover, said: “They are pioneers who 
paved the way for generations who came after them, not merely to survive but to thrive.” 
 

The celebrations of their achievements comes after the Windrush Scandal, brought to light in 2018, in which many British 
citizens, mostly from the Caribbean, were denied access to healthcare and benefits and threatened with deportation despite 
having the right to live in the UK. 
 

Charles has said the Windrush generation rebuilt a country, after arriving with little more than what they were able to carry 
with them.  He said their stories “help light the path of progress and remind us of a fundamental truth: that though we might 
all be different, every individual, no matter their background, has something unique to contribute to our society in a way that 
strengthens us all.” 
 

The Windrush generation is being celebrated in a series of 10 new portraits.  They have been commissioned by King Charles 
and I have included a couple of my favourites of pioneering women here.  The special display commemorates the positive 
contributions these pioneering men and women have made to the UK.  The portraits were created by black artists personally 
selected by the King. 
 

If you’d like to see more of them, The Windrush: Portraits of a Pioneering Generation will go on display at the National Portrait 
Gallery from October for approximately six months. 
 

Jessie Stephens MBE, painted by Sahara Longe.  Stephens left St Lucia aged 28 and arrived in London in 
1955, where she became a strong and dedicated member of her community, playing important roles in 
creating a cultural hub and campaigning for better relationships with the police.  In 1982, 
she was made an MBE for her services to the St Lucian community in the UK. 
 

Linda Haye OBE, painted by Shannon Bono.  Haye worked for the civil service in Jamaica 
before her mother convinced her that she would have more opportunities in the UK.  She 
arrived in October 1958, setting her sights on her lifelong dream of studying sociology, 

and graduated in 1972.  She dedicated her life to youth and community services and was the first woman of 
colour to be a full-time member of the Police Complaints Authority. 

 

Edna Henry, painted by Amy Sherald.  Henry arrived by plane in 1962, following her brother to Cardiff.  She 
found life in the UK hard at first: the food was very different, she was not used to the smoke and cold and 
she experienced discrimination.  But through her Pentecostal church community, Edna developed an inner 
strength.  Henry’s portrait is vibrant, showing her as a woman with dignity who persevered to give her family 
the best opportunities. 
 

We are a diverse community and we celebrate the contributions made to school life from the many cultures 
that are represented here at Grays Convent.  We are stronger and richer together.  Enjoy the sunshine with 

your family and friends, 
 

Dawn Collis 
Deputy Headteacher 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Friday 23

rd

 June 2023 
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Last month the Grays Convent Inter girls (Year 9 & 10) Athletics teams were 
successful in qualifying for the Regional Finals in the prestigious English Schools 
Athletic Cup.  This in itself was an amazing achievement as there were over 70 
schools participating in the region before qualification.  They were placed in the 
East Anglian Regional B Final against schools from across Essex, Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.  The competition was held in 
Basildon on Friday 16th June and by the end of the day our girls had achieved 13 
new personal bests, as well as 1 new school record for our school! 
 
All the girls worked incredibly hard throughout both their events, against some 
really tough competitors, to score points based on their performances.  Sophie 
Pasztor continued to showed outstanding judgement in the 1500m, where she ran 
a personal best time of 5m01.4s and scored a massive 27 points for the team.  This 
meant that she secured a new school record, knocking her sister Boglarka from 
the record book with an improvement of over 18 seconds! 
 
Alannah Edwards also improved on her personal best in the Hammer competition 
by throwing 23.69m to score 16 points and then running a fantastic leg in the 4 x 
100m relay to add another 15 points to the team total.  This meant that she was 
joint top scorer for the day alongside Erin Pitney who also scored a total of 31 
points in her hurdles and high jump competition! 
 
A special thank you to Destiney Madamedon, Timi Oldimeji and Sadie Allison who 
stepped in last minute to join the team.  Despite being thrown into the deep end 
all the girls stepped up to the challenge and ensured that the team did not miss 
out on points, thank you! 
 
By the end of the competition Grays Convent inter girls finished in 11th place in 
East Anglia B finals, another great achievement. 
 

 
 
I am looking forward to continuing working alongside the team as we move our 
focus onto the District Athletics which has will be taking place on the 13th July. 

Mrs Bailey 
 
 

 
 

Instrumental Lessons at Grays Convent 
have been very popular in the past, and 
we currently have a number of 
vacancies with our provider, Thurrock 
Music Services.  I am pleased to be able 
to confirm that this year Thurrock 
Music Services are not increasing their 
prices for the coming school year.  If 
your daughter/ward would like to 
undertake instrumental tuition at the 
School in September, we would relish 
the thought of arranging her tuition 
with a high-quality instrumental 
teacher. 
 
Currently almost any instrument can be 
undertaken, but a sample of the most 
popular for students includes Flute, 
Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Horn, 
Trombone, Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano, 
Guitar (electric/acoustic/bass), Drum 
Kit, Percussion, Voice.  If you can think 
of it, we can (hopefully) accommodate 
it for you.  Please simply complete the 
form and we will do the rest. 
 

If you would like to 
consider tuition for your 
daughter in the coming 
School term 
(September), please 

register your interest now using the 
form at the link 
(https://tinyurl.com/gchsmus) or scan 
the QR code, and we'll start get things 
set-up for you. 
 
If you have any queries about 
instrumental music or any aspect of 
music provision at Grays Convent, 
please don’t hesitate to contact Mr 
White, Head of Music on 
whiteg@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk. 

Mr White 

English Schools Regional Results Is your daughter a 

musician, or a musician 

in the waiting? 

https://tinyurl.com/gchsmus
mailto:whiteg@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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This week students have been working hard creating their drama pieces with 
Bernadette, from Complete Commedia.  They even had a chance to perform these 
in the playground to some of their peers whilst on lunch! 

 
They will be performing this Sunday 25th June at The Horndon Feast & Fayre - from 
12:30pm – 3:00pm please come along to support if you can! 

 
Mrs O’Donoghue 

 

 
 

 
Mrs Burrow 

 

 

 
Applications for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation available from 24th June 
for Students who will be going into 
Years 10 & 11 in September. 
 
If your daughter is currently in Year 9 & 
10, you may wish to discuss the 
possibility of making their Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  This is a free choice to 
confirm their faith in Jesus Christ and 
their commitment as His followers to 
participating in the life of the Church. 
 
The application forms will be available 
to collect from the Catechist at the back 
of St Thomas’s Church after all 
weekend Masses from the weekend of 
Saturday/Sunday 24th 25th June.  You 
will be asked to choose a date for 
interview in July, and the Confirmation 
course will begin in September 2023 for 
students who will be in Year 10 & 11.  If 
you or your daughter have any queries, 
please ask to speak to the Catechist at 
St Thomas of Canterbury Church. 
 
(Students have been told about this in 
Forms and will also being informed in 
R.E. Classes.) 
 
As always, I am also available for any 
queries, help or support at school. 
God bless you, 

Miss Carson 
 

 
 

Please check your 
daughter’s water bottle is 

made of plastic – NOT 
GLASS.  Unfortunately, 
we have had instances 

of broken glass bottles 
which have caused a 

hazard in the school. 
Mr O’Hanlon 

 

Year 8 & 9 Complete Commedia Drama Workshop 

Get the Studybugs App 

the quick and easy way to report your daughter’s 

absence 

Notice for Parents of 

Students in Years 9 & 10 

Water Bottles 
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Many congratulations to: 
 

Mercy Adekoya 8D 
 
who has reached in excess of 600 achievement points this week.  Mercy is an 
outstanding student who is conscientious, always happy to help and fully involved 
in school life.  Mercy is always positive with a smile. 
 
Mrs Johnson presented Mercy with the Gold Certificate and badge. 
 

 
 
Many congratulations to the following students who have reached in excess of 
400 achievement points this week: 
 

Alesha Rahman 7E 
Lyna Shaikh 7E 

Sallyann Kamara 7M 
Mehakpreet Kaur 7M 

Hanifa Hassan 8D 
Izabella Fagg 8L 

Marwa Habibi 8L 
Tallulah Harvey 8L 
Alyssa Merrell 10.34 

Elizabeth Thomas 10.5 
 
Mrs Collis presented the students with the Silver certificate and badge. 
 

 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have reached in excess of 200 
achievement points this week: 
 

Holly Omoruyi 8E 
Timi Akinremi 9.24 
Kadie Bennett 9.25 
Jo-Ann Dakpo 9.26 

Charlotte Short 10.34 
 
The Bronze awards were presented in the form assemblies. 
 
A huge well done to everyone. 

Mrs Bishop 
 

 
 

 
 
It is with increasing frequency that 
pupils are forgetting their dinner 
money and coming to the Finance 
Office to loan money. 
 
Please note that this service is provided 
ONLY in the case of an emergency 
where parents are unable to bring 
packed lunches or lunch money to the 
school. 
 
We only hold a very small amount of 
money in here for this purpose.  If your 
daughter forgets their lunch money we 
ask that you bring her money or a 
packed lunch to Reception. 

Finance Office 
 
 

 

 
It is important that our Parents have a 
ParentPay Account, and that this 
account is activated.  This enables 
parents to purchase equipment and not 
to miss out on school trips. 
 
If you require another copy of your 
ParentPay Activation Letter then please 
email Mrs Wood on: 
woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk. 

Finance Office 

Gold Headteacher’s Award 

Silver Deputy Headteacher’s Award 

Bronze Assistant Headteacher’s Award 

Important Messages 

Lunch Money Loans 

ParentPay Accounts 

mailto:woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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Subject News… 

Computer Science 

Food 

Maths 

Science 

Maths Question of the week: KS3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit your answers by break time on Monday in Room 
21 

Mr Amenze 

Answer: The Internet 
 

Central Processing Unit (CPU) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Burr 

Answer: The Internet 
 

Team Convent Engineers arrived at the Science Museum 
and scored a free breakfast!  Go Science! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Bialek & Mr Woodburn 

Answer: The Internet 
 

This week in Food Preparation and Nutrition, Mrs Smith’s 
Year 7 class made pizza and Year 8 made cheesecake.  The 
students worked exceptionally well and produced some 
wonderful outcomes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Caruana 
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 

 
 

 
Mr Burr 

 

 

 
 

 

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Internet Safety Tip – Tik Tok 

 

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

 Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

 Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

 Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

 NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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Monday 19th to Wednesday 21st 
June 

Year 11 GCSE’s continue Year 11 

19th to 23rd June Diversity Week Whole School 
Tuesday 27th June Year 11 Leavers Mass – 5:00pm Year 11 

Wednesday 28th June JCQ Exam Contingency Day Year 11 
Tuesday 11th July Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 Awards Evening – 7:00pm Years 7-10 
Friday 14th July Sports Day Whole School 

Thursday 20th July 
Last Day of Summer Term 
School Finishes at 12:15 

Whole School 

Monday 24th July to 
Friday 1st September 

Summer Holiday Whole School 

Thursday 24th August GCSE Results Day Year 11 

Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th 
September 

Non-Pupil Days Whole School 

Wednesday 6th 
September 

Students return at 8:25am Years 7-11 

 

 

 
 

BCYS Youth Gather, 21st-22nd October, Essex Outdoors on Mersea Island 
 
Youth Gather is back for 2023 and the BCYS are absolutely thrilled to be joined by the fantastic Adenike, semi-finalise on the 
voice, who many of you will have seen perform and heard from at Flame back in March. 
 
Taking place at Essex Outdoors on Mersea Island, there is cabin accommodation and a brilliant range of outward bound 
activities, opportunities for climbing high ropes, archery, zip wires and much more to keep you challenged and entertained, 
plus performances, input and workshops from Adenike and the SVP!  All meals are included, plus two Mersea activities, 2 
BCYS workshops, accommodation and travel to and from Mersea Island – all of this for just £70! 
 
The event is open to those in school Year 9 and above, including opportunities for young leaders (age 18 and above) in the 
Brentwood Diocese.  Apply now at: 
www.bcys.net/events/yg23/ 
 
  

Year 10 Walking/Talking Mock Exams Timetable – Summer 2023 

Key Dates and Events 

BCYS News 

http://www.bcys.net/events/yg23/
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Next Thursday is a very special feast for all Christians celebrating the 
beginning of the Church, and for Roman Catholics it is a Holy Day of 
Obligation when we all go to Mass in thanksgiving. 
 
8L and 9E are preparing the Mass to which everyone is invited.  Please 
will you speak to your daughter about this important feast and if she 
would like to attend the Mass Period 7 on Thursday 29th June at 14:35, 
please will you ask her to sign her name and Form on the Sign -Up sheet 
on the Chaplain’s door near the Drama rooms, to obtain permission to 
come off timetable to go to Mass. 
 
Thank you. 

Miss Carson 
 
  

Summer Extra-curricular Sports Timetable – from 3:30-4:30pm prompt start 

from Monday 12
th
 June 

Feast of Saint Peter & Saint Paul – Holy Day of Obligation – Thursday 29
th
 June 
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Monday was the 400th anniversary of the birth of Blaise Pascal, one of the world’s greatest Mathematicians and Scientists. 
As a teenager in 1642 he invented and built the world’s first calculating machine. Computer programming language is named 
PASCAL in his honour.  In Science, a unit of pressure is called ‘the ‘Pascal’ after his work on fluids, pressure and vacuums.  He 
had an extraordinary experience of God in 1654 which he noted on a piece of paper which he sewed into his clothing.  It was 
discovered nine years after he died at the age of 39.  He famously said “There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every 
man which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator, made known through Jesus. ”He said “Truth 
is so obscure in these times, and falsehood so established, that, unless we love the truth, we cannot know it.”  To mark the 
400th anniversary of Blaise Pascal’s birth Pope Francis is expected to publish an apostolic letter on the French philosopher 
and scientist.  He has already declared his support for Pascal’s beatification. 
 

Wednesday 21st June was the Feast of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga. 
He is a patron saint of youth, plague victims and those suffering from HIV/AIDS.  He was born into a noble family and was 
prayerful from an early age.  Inspired by reading the lives of the saints, he gave up his wealth and joined the Jesuits, serving 
the poor and sick.  During the plague in Rome in 1591 he nursed patients and caught the disease while caring for them and 
died at the age of 23. 
 

Thursday 22nd June was the Feast of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher. 
At the height of his career, favour and friendship with King Henry VIII, St Thomas More had the courage to speak the truth 
and stand up for his faith.  He refused to sign the mandatory Oath of Supremacy, even though he knew it would cost him his 
life.  He said that he died the King’s servant, but God’s first.  St John Fisher was the only English Bishop to publicly oppose the 
King who wanted to make himself head of his own church, The Church of England.  Both saints followed the example of Jesus; 
they forgave the King and the judges and prayed for them before they were beheaded. 
 

This Saturday is the Feast of the Birth of Saint John the Baptist, who was miraculously born when his mother was 60 year old.  
The unborn baby John the Baptist leapt in his mother Elizabeth’s womb and was the first to recognise the presence of the 
unborn baby Jesus in Mary who came to visit her cousin.  John the Baptist prepared the way for the Lord and said “I must 
decrease, and he must increase.”  Jesus said that John the Baptist was the greatest man that ever lived.  (That’s after Jesus 
of course, who is both God and Man.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m keeping our school family in my prayers.  Please 
continue to let me know if you have any special prayer 
requests. 
 
God bless you, 

Miss Carson 

A Week of Brilliant and Heroic Saints! 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/225750
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/225750
https://es.aleteia.org/2017/07/12/el-filosofo-blaise-pascal-pronto-beatificado-por-francisco/
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CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 11-16 - WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
 
The Den is an informal virtual hangout for young people aged 11-16 providing an opportunity for young people to share their 
experiences and work together to improve services for young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, living 
or attending education in Thurrock. 
 
Meeting via MS Teams from 5.30pm on the following dates: 
 

Wednesday 17th July 2023 
Friday 29th September 2023 
Tuesday 31st October 2023 

Monday 13th November 2023 
Wednesday 13th December 2023 

 
You can join ‘The Den’ and participate in regular online meetings and share thoughts and feelings on our online pinboard.  
Parents and / or guardians must complete this online registration form: https://forms.office.com/e/xECdu8uE5A 

Thurrock Children’s Services 
 
 

 
 

  

The Den!  An online engagement opportunity for 11-16 year olds with SEND 

https://forms.office.com/e/xECdu8uE5A
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‘The Priests’ Charity Concert: 
Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society 
are delighted to announce that the 
Northern Irish classical singing trio 
‘The Priests’ have agreed to hold a 
second charity concert for us on Friday 
30th June 2023 at the Brentwood 
Cathedral at 7.30pm.  All tickets can be 
purchased directly through Eventbrite 
and are £30 per person plus booking 

fee: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/528414691567.  We 
expect this to be a sell-out event and would urge you to book 
early in order to avoid disappointment. Full details are 
available on our website: www.bccs.org.uk/get-
involved/events/. 
 

Advertising and Sponsorship 
We have various opportunities for sponsorship and 
advertising in our event programme which will be given out 
to everyone attending the event. Should you wish to avail of 
our advertising space, please contact our head of voluntary 
income, Julie Abbott jabbott@bccs.org.uk who will be happy 
to discuss your options with you.  Thank you for your 
continued support of our society. 

BCCS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/528414691567
http://www.bccs.org.uk/get-involved/events/
http://www.bccs.org.uk/get-involved/events/
mailto:jabbott@bccs.org.uk
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