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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Last Sunday was Peace Sunday and at my assembly this week we launched the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity that follows. 
 

The theme this year is, ‘Go and Do Likewise’, the moral of the story of the Good Samaritan.  The prayers and reflections have 
been prepared this year by Christian churches in Burkina Faso - an area of the world still experiencing a serious security crisis.  
Solidarity is emerging between Christians, Muslim and traditional religions to find lasting solutions for peace, social cohesion 
and reconciliation. 
 

You can join the 8 days of prayer by following the link: https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2024/ 
 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the best-known passages of Scripture, 
yet one that never seems to lose its power to challenge indifference to suffering 
and to inspire solidarity.  In prayers on Monday, Martin Luther King Jr day, we 
considered how King who heard that call to ‘Go and do likewise’. 
How words speak for themselves: 

At mass we share the words, ‘Peace be 
with you’, and answer ‘And also with you’.  
We pass to each other that gift of peace 
that Jesus gave us at his death: ‘Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you’. 
 

Father Stephen said something so powerful at mass last week, that it has stayed with 
me.  “If someone was walking down the street persecuting Christians, would there be 
enough evidence of your Christianity to persecute you.” 
 

Peace be with you this week, ‘go and do likewise’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Father John McKeon Rest in Peace 

I am sorry if you have not heard the sad news that Father John McKeon has passed away this 
week.  Some of you will have known him as the Parish Priest of St Thomas of Canterbury, and 
also from Holy Family Dagenham, where he retired to.  He was a close friend of Father Stephen, 
our current parish priest, who cared for him when he was at Holy Family. 
 

He was from Boyle, County Roscommon, and was born in 1932.  He reached the grand old age 
of 91. 
 

He was a keen opera fan, and theatre goer, a literary man, and I will fondly remember him for 
bumping into him in many places on his walks around Grays and in London at the theatre. 
 

We pray that the Lord will care for him, as he cared for us, and that he will grant comfort to his family and friends.  
Eternal rest grant unto Father John oh Lord and may perpetual light shine upon him.  May he rest in peace Amen. 

 
Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Friday 19

th

 January 2024 

A reminder that Year 11 Parents’ Evening is on 
Thursday 25th January 2024 between 4pm-7pm. 

To book and join appointments please visit: 
https://graysconvent.schoolcloud.co.uk. 

https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2024/
https://graysconvent.schoolcloud.co.uk/
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We are not anticipating weather, severe 
enough to close schools, but as it is that time 
of year we feel it best to keep you informed 
of the procedure. 

 
In the very unlikely event that the school is closed due to 
snow, Mrs Johnson will make the decision as soon as possible 
and inform BBC Essex and Essex FM of any school closure.  
Should we experience severe weather, you are advised to 
listen to these stations, which list schools that are closed.  If 
we are not mentioned – we are open! 
 
We will also post a message on the front page of our website, 
so keep an eye on that too. 
 

BBC Essex - 103.5 FM or 
95.3 FM 

Essex FM - 102.6 FM or 
96.3 FM 

 

If Grays Convent are NOT mentioned on these 
radio stations, and there is NOT a message on 

the front page of the website GRAYS 
CONVENT SCHOOL IS OPEN! 

 

 

 
Can we stress how important it is for you to have activated 
your daughter’s ParentPay account.  It allows you to 
purchase equipment for your daughter when needed, and 
pay for trips and events – if you do not activate your 
ParentPay account, your daughter could miss out on taking 
part in these trips and events, as we can only take payment 
for trips and events via ParentPay. 
 
With regards to trips, we always give a deadline for payment, 
and these deadlines must be met otherwise your daughter 
will not be able to go on the trip. 
 
If you do not have a copy of your ParentPay activation letter 
then please contact Mrs Wood at: 
woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

Finance Office 
 
 

 
 
It is extremely important that Year 11 attend 
school regularly, as this a very important time 
with the lead up to the GCSE examinations.  
Lots of important information will be given to 
students, for example revision information, 
exam information, intervention etc.  Please ensure that your 
daughter attends regularly at this crucial time in her 
education journey. 

Attendance Office 
 

 
 
If your daughter becomes unwell with flu-like symptoms, we 
urge you to test your daughter for COVID before sending 
them to school.  This will eliminate further spreading by 
keeping them at home. 

Attendance Office 
 

 
 
We would like to make you aware that following the 
Christmas break, we have had a couple of confirmed cases of 
Chicken Pox.  We ask that you are vigilant. 

Pastoral Team 
 

 
 

It has come to our attention that a few 
parents are driving into the school car park 
to either drop off or pick up their daughters. 
 
Whilst this practice is acceptable only for 

parents with students who have limited mobility, those 
parents should not be blocking car park entrances and exits, 
and must only come onto the site if it is safe to do so. 
 
The school car park is private property, and unless your 
daughter has aforementioned mobility issues, you should 
not be driving onto the school site. 
 
More importantly it is a health and safety issue for students 
who are entering and leaving the building in the morning and 
after school via the car park. 

Health & Safety Officer 
 

Important Messages 

Severe Weather Arrangements 

ParentPay Accounts 

Year 11 Attendance 

COVID 

Chicken Pox 

Parents Parking on School Site 

mailto:woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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On Thursday this week Year 9 took 
part in our annual Thurrock Next Top 
Boss competition.  This is a borough 
wide event pairing a large local 
business with the minds of our young 
people. 
 
This year’s event required the 
students to pitch a Dragons Den style 
presentation developing ideas for a 

social media campaign for our local company - Trunk Logistics. 
 
The ideas produced were outstanding, showing how our students can link with the 
business world in an innovative and creative way.  Behaviour was exemplary and 
the girls were really engaged thoroughly throughout and I look forward to 
selecting the overall winners in the next 2 weeks. 
 
The 5 selected teams will be moving forward to the final round where the overall 
winners will be representing the school in the grand final. 
 
Good luck ladies! 

Miss Boller 
 

 
 
This week 30 students reached in excess of 200 achievement points through their 
hard work and involvement in school life.  The students were presented with their 
Bronze certificates in their Year assemblies. 
 

Auguste Budenaite 7.3 
Melissa Akora 7.4 

Makayla Emuchay 7.9 
Chisimidi Ossai 7.9 
Anisa Yasmin 7.9 

Dara Ade-Oduwale 8E 
Alisha Ahmed 8E 

Ardita Geci 8E 
Kaylan Merrell 8E 

Lisa Mutooni 8E 
Elizabeth Roy 8E 

Bianca Ungheanu 8E 
Sara Visanu 8E 

Mariam Abdulyeqeen 8M 
Larissa Atta 8M 

Aleeza Kamran 8M 
Arwa Khan 8M 
Sophie Moore 8M 

Ava Armstrong 9D 
Fauste Bukyte 9D 
Jowina Selvin 9D 
Olivia Coomer 9E 

Inaya Ali 9L 
Hollie Booker 9L 
Nisam Limbu 9L 

Tumelo Mwiya 9L 
Evelyn Nakalembe 9L 

Amelia Tomaszewska 9L 
Janice Nabacwa 10.24 

Nuha Ahmed 10.25 
 
Well done! 

Mrs Bishop 
 

 
 
There will be a Splats performance of 
‘Romeo & Juliet’ within school for all 
Year 10 on Tuesday 26th March 2024. 
 
The cost of £5 is to be paid via 
ParentPay by Friday 22nd March 2024. 
 

 
Mrs Nyland 

 
 

 
 
This month at the Essex Autism Project 
we are discussing privacy and 
safeguarding.  To learn more about why 
we might need some of your 
information fill out our survey.  This will 
also give you the chance to give us your 
opinions and suggestions on what is 
needed and how we can help you feel 
safe using the service. 
 
Link to the privacy and safeguarding 
survey: 
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privac
y-and-safeguarding-survey/ 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

The Essex Autism Team 
 
 
 

  

Thurrock Next Top Boss 

Assistant Headteacher’s Bronze Award 

Romeo & Juliet - Yr 10 

The Essex Autism 

Project 

https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privacy-and-safeguarding-survey/
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privacy-and-safeguarding-survey/
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Mrs Burrow 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Get the Studybugs Appthe quick and easy way to report your daughter’s absence 

Subject News… 

MFL Drama 

MFL Dance Club 
 

Every Friday from 15:30-16:30 in the Gym. 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Bathily 

This is 7D practicing a group freeze-frame and the drama 
skill of thought-track this week.  Year 7s are following the 
story of the character Sam during lessons and this was 
Sam's first day at school after having the first 3 weeks off 
school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Grint 
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More Subject News… 

Computing 

Maths 

RE 

Binary shifts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Burr 

Maths Question of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Amenze 

Answer: Left 

Submit your 
answers by break 
time on Monday 

22/01/2024 in 
Room 21 to receive 

3 Achievement 
Points. 

Year 8 are currently studying Islam in RE. 
 
Aleeza Kamran (8M), has combined her faith with some 
very talented art work. 
 
The words on each image relate to praising Allah.  Thank 
you Aleeza for sharing your beautiful work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Wilsher 
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Even More Subject News… 

PE 

Year 11 Intervention 2023-2024 
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Prepare for “Excellent spelling!” at Spelling Tests, assessments and Spelling Bee! 

3 SPELLING BEE COMPETITIONS THIS YEAR 
For Year 7- Autumn Term     For Year 8 - Spring Term    For Year 9 – Summer Term 

Get ready! – week 16 

 

For Year 7 For Year 8 FOR YEAR 9 

accommodate 
accompany 
according 
achieve 

aggressive 
amateur 
ancient 

apparent 
appreciate 
attached 

exciting: 
thrilling 

electrifying 
exhilarating 
stimulating 

riveting 
stirring 

compelling 
gripping 

intoxicating 
rousing 

assonance 
consonance 

stanza 
couplet 

heroic couplet 
closed couplet 

triplet 
quatrain 

quintain/quintet 
sestet 
septet 
octave 

 
For Year 8: Learn the words – Creative Writing: 
exciting: 
thrilling: causing excitement and pleasure; exhilarating.  "a thrilling adventure" 
electrifying: arousing a sudden sense of great excitement 
exhilarating: making one feel very happy, animated, or elated; thrilling.  "an exhilarating two-hour rafting experience" 
stimulating: encouraging or arousing interest or enthusiasm.  "a rich and stimulating working environment" 
riveting: completely engrossing; compelling.  "the book is a riveting account of the legendary freedom fighter" 
stirring: causing excitement or strong emotion; rousing.  "stirring songs" 
compelling: evoking interest, attention, or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way 
gripping: firmly holding the attention or interest; exciting.  "a gripping TV thriller“ 
intoxicating: exhilarating or exciting.  "an intoxicating sense of freedom" 
rousing: exciting; stirring.  "a rousing speech" 
 
For Year 9 – in detail. Learn these terms for analysing POETRY 

assonance: the similarity or repetition of a vowel sound in two or more words in a 

line of verse 

consonance: It is the repetition of consonant sounds within a line of verse.  

Consonance is similar to alliteration except consonance does not limit the repeated 

sound to the initial letter of a word. 

stanza: a division of a poem based on thought or form 

couplet: two lines of verse that rhyme 

heroic couplet: iambic pentameter with end rhyme  

closed couplet: two lines that form a complete unit of thought 

triplet: three-line stanza 

quatrain: four-line stanza 

quintain/quintet: five-line stanza 

sestet – six-line stanza 

septet – seven-line stanza 

octave – eight-line stanza 

 

Learn them to improve your spelling!!! 
Miss Petrova 

Spelling Bee 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=exhilarating&si=AKbGX_rYYX5RSQWW4ITS1L-igAzuJdxJy1EEwsoQfDoyEaVY9yhESgbAT_WjeRp3QRYuboJfM_DTFgqYTL9w8K8gsaVc1g1lZTR5RBpW07N3FT5nbvKCuOs%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=arousing&si=AKbGX_q870E3DK3nJ7cu3BOD7pxCH0Qmkrx15AZKeb0lDq_izOuyL-QfFYFVcEYILuAoRVoFQf_LHhyfLQF-jM-munZxNkvUbKwIph9vpW5i_zoLr3-LD3k%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=elated&si=AKbGX_qMqBjhUm3ZRWjCp4_5aZjJlMimwPTTjVzyYqhkAkQq4GVWtvBckKeN93G588Oa_3icS3gtFwrYK3RYSaIKXzKZGDybZg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=thrilling&si=AKbGX_rLPMdHnrrwkrRo4VZlSHiJlLGDAOyQqzWMTnuao8oNiTXNaZtD5o6hHpG_uF3tFG9qHHVmy6ENVgbzzKa6GJFF-Z7kapTBXtyAbH62IdRhAQGBaG0%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=arousing&si=AKbGX_q870E3DK3nJ7cu3BOD7pxCH0Qmkrx15AZKeb0lDq_izOuyL-QfFYFVcEYILuAoRVoFQf_LHhyfLQF-jM-munZxNkvUbKwIph9vpW5i_zoLr3-LD3k%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=enthusiasm&si=AKbGX_pt4UlL1m2gNC94R_NJDj6StYqS05zHf5YgNMe-n7HFeU90T_twA2Kb9RgCTAtd_r5WXUcJoQo-Fmkkj0zcCDKh2PYxx7EsPUxTKOMTXwaNfyqrGs4%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=engrossing&si=AKbGX_pt4UlL1m2gNC94R_NJDj6SucLeWKQQIUu32uf9ziJBgMvDNrGTFSrKWboNHe0R4dXPH4MQv53rI6E3JHGpcQwZfg4B0RoqhPEXuOpkEStRkQ591AQ%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=evoking&si=AKbGX_r0zqXEeLlZhGfi3fbO0QSWv-vZmU3nUMZ8EIdJSSimZftqQWFORNy49amRdaCHXf3RZhysxy688rJ7L5xeIGnactyAgA%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=admiration&si=AKbGX_pt4UlL1m2gNC94R_NJDj6SQsjpXloA7DawLC6oBlkmHimJ_bGO908v568zSvQnikF_pQMIPCdgPALSNXzgTGnaHrdWeDRuir0UjA2vYgD-ET_iHjM%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=597798541&rlz=1C1DIMC_enGB1074GB1074&biw=986&bih=612&q=powerfully&si=AKbGX_pt4UlL1m2gNC94R_NJDj6StyGs2MzGDJ7mo6-f4aOzkLl5QHORQu4L7tqJi2YAUPceFl1sZFTfTZ49oZc8w6CWpDro2ZmV_74UodvTcwkKJxHAsjU%3D&expnd=1
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This week in our Form Prayers we have reflected on how Christians of all denominations are already united in the one Body 
of Christ and one family of God through our Baptism and faith in Jesus Christ our Saviour, the Son of God. 
What does the Catholic Church say about respect for other Christians? 
At The Second Vatican Council of 1962-65 in a decree on ecumenism it was stated: "Catholics must gladly acknowledge and 
esteem the truly Christian endowments from our common heritage which are to be found among our separated brethren.  It 
is right and salutary to recognise the riches of Christ and virtuous works in the lives of others who are bearing witness to 
Christ, sometimes even to the shedding of their blood.  For God is always wonderful in His works and worthy of all praise.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am keeping you all in my prayers and especially at the Chaplains’ Day Mass at Walsingham House today.  If you have any 
prayer requests, please email: carsonc@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk. 
God bless you, 

Miss Carson 

Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity – 18
th
-25

th
 January 2024 

mailto:carsonc@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 
 

 
Mr Burr 

 
  

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 

 

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Internet Safety Tip – Instagram 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

 Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

 Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

 Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

 NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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Thursday 25th January Year 11 Parents’ Evening Year 11 
Friday 26th January Holocaust Memorial Day – Justice & Peace Group  

Monday 29th January to Friday 2nd 
February 

Diversity Week Whole School 

Thursday 1st February Year 8 Parents’ Evening Year 8 
Monday 5th February to Friday 9th 

February 
National Apprenticeship Week Years 10 & 11 

Monday 5th February to Friday 9th 
February 

Safer Internet Week Whole School 

Tuesday 13th February School Production – 7pm start  
Wednesday 14th February School Production – 7pm start  

Thursday 15th February Year 9 Parents’ Evening Year 9 
Friday 16th February Students break for Half Term – 3:25pm finish Whole School 

Monday 19th to Friday 23rd 
February 

Half Term Whole School 

Monday 26th February Students return to school – 8:25am start Whole School 

 
  

Extra-Curricular Sports Timetable: From: 3:30-4:30 

 

Key Dates and Events 
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