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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Another half term ends and we look forward to a break together with our families.  Please be assured of my prayers for you 
and your families during Lent. 
 

I wanted to say thank you for all you have done to 
support us with your daughter’s learning this half 
term - in and out of the classroom, and to remind 
you that myself and the Chair of Governors will be 
here for a drop in session if you wish to speak with 
us on Wednesday 28th February from 3:30pm to 
4:30pm. 
 

Thank you to Year 9 parents for attending the 
parents’ evening last night, please see the outcome 
of the parent surveys. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, I think the biggest well 
done goes to all of the cast of 
Hairspray 2024 - a spectacular 
evening full of spectacular 
talent.  Well done all, and 
especially to Mrs O’Donoghue 
and Mrs Grint for their 
constant support, practice and 
talent in leading the team to 
another success!!  I am in awe! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 
 
 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Friday 16

th

 February 2024 

A reminder that all nose piercings must be removed after half term. 
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Hairspray 2024 was a triumph!  Well done to all involved. 

I had the absolute pleasure of watching tonight's performance of Hairspray.  It was simply spectacular and a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening. 
 

As always, it was slick, polished, with superb attention to detail.  The set and lighting was extremely well done. 
 

As for the girls... there is an abundance of talent and it was lovely seeing girls who have been in the show before and how 
they improve year on year; but also some wonderful new talent with the Year 7s! 
 

Thank you for inviting me - I know it’s hard to judge, but I think it is my favourite yet! 
Laurie Eve, Chair of Governors 

Corny Collins Link 

Seaweed 

Tracy Penny 

Amber 

Little Inez Motormouth 

Velma 
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Edna

 
 Little Inez 

Wilbur Turnblad 

Prudy Pingleton 

Gym Teachers Mr Pinky 

Principal 

Matron 

Councillors 

Chorus Dynamites 

Newscasters 
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Another fantastic week for the Bronze award students- especially the Year 7s 
again.  Many congratulations to the following students who have reached in 
excess of 200 achievement points: 
 

Elizabeth Murray 7.13 
Maisybelle Ballard 7.8 

Elise Esseku 7.8 
Kellie Eve 7.8 

Kyra Tubman 7.8 
Temi Adeyemo 7.9 

Wania Ali 7.9 
Adetokunbo Alonge 7.9 

Chizaram Otusi 7.9 
Aania Qureshi 7.9 
Leena Taimuri 7.9 

Ammara Zaheer 7.9 
Daniella Brempong 9D 

Neah Hunt 9D 
Enaya Kabir 9L 

Melissa Strugess 9M 
Poppy Adams 10.27 

Divine Okenwa 10.27 
Simone Owiredu 10.27 

Rianna Huci 11.1 
Alannah Edward 11.35 
Chloe Blankson 11.36 

 
The students were presented with their Bronze certificate and badge by their 
Heads of Years.  Well done to all of the students. 

Mrs Bishop 
 

 

 
Can we stress how important it is for 
you to have activated your daughter’s 
ParentPay account.  It allows you to 
purchase equipment for your daughter 
when needed, and pay for trips and 
events – if you do not activate your 
ParentPay account, your daughter 
could miss out on taking part in these 
trips and events, as we can only take 
payment for trips and events via 
ParentPay. 
 
With regards to trips, we always give a 
deadline for payment, and these 
deadlines must be met otherwise your 
daughter will not be able to go on the 
trip. 
 
If you do not have a copy of your 
ParentPay activation letter then please 
contact Mrs Wood at: 
woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

Finance Office 
 
 

 
 
This month at the Essex Autism Project 
we are discussing privacy and 
safeguarding.  To learn more about why 
we might need some of your 
information fill out our survey.  This will 
also give you the chance to give us your 
opinions and suggestions on what is 
needed and how we can help you feel 
safe using the service. 
 
Link to the privacy and safeguarding 
survey: 
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privac
y-and-safeguarding-survey/ 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

The Essex Autism Team 
 
 

Assistant Headteacher’s Bronze Award ParentPay Accounts 

The Essex Autism 

Project 

mailto:woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privacy-and-safeguarding-survey/
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privacy-and-safeguarding-survey/
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2 in 1 location: Bletchley Park and The National Museum of Computing 
Bletchley Park is an English country house and estate in Bletchley, Milton Keynes 
(Buckinghamshire) that became the principal centre of Allied code-breaking 
during the Second World War. 
 

During World War II, the estate housed the Government Code and Cypher School 
(GC&CS), which regularly penetrated the secret communications of the Axis 
Powers – most importantly the German Enigma and Lorenz ciphers; among its 
most notable early personnel the GC&CS team of codebreakers included Alan 
Turing, Gordon Welchman, Hugh Alexander, Bill Tutte, and Stuart Milner-Barry. 
The nature of the work there was secret until many years after the war. 
 

According to the official historian of British Intelligence, the "Ultra" intelligence 
produced at Bletchley shortened the war by two to four years, and without it the 
outcome of the war would have been uncertain. The team at Bletchley Park 
devised automatic machinery to help with decryption, culminating in the 
development of Colossus, the world's first programmable digital electronic 
computer. Codebreaking operations at Bletchley Park came to an end in 1946 and 
all information about the wartime operations was classified until the mid-1970s. 
 

The separate National Museum of Computing, which includes a working replica 
Bombe machine and a rebuilt Colossus computer, is housed in Block H on the site. 
 

For more information, please visit https://bletchleypark.org.uk/ and 
https://www.tnmoc.org/  

Mr Burr 
 

 
 

 
Mrs Burrow 

 
 

 
 

We are not anticipating 
weather, severe enough 
to close schools, but as 
it is that time of year we 

feel it best to keep you informed of the 
procedure. 
 
In the very unlikely event that the 
school is closed due to snow, Mrs 
Johnson will make the decision as soon 
as possible and inform BBC Essex and 
Essex FM of any school closure.  Should 
we experience severe weather, you are 
advised to listen to these stations, 
which list schools that are closed.  If we 
are not mentioned – we are open! 
 
We will also post a message on the 
front page of our website, so keep an 
eye on that too. 
 

BBC Essex - 103.5 FM or 95.3 FM 
Essex FM - 102.6 FM or 96.3 FM 

 

If Grays Convent are 
NOT mentioned on 

these radio stations, 
and there is NOT a 

message on the front 
page of the website 

GRAYS CONVENT 
SCHOOL IS OPEN! 

 
 
 

Computer Science summer holiday day trips 

Get the Studybugs App - the quick and easy way to 

report your daughter’s absence 

Important Messages 

Severe Weather 

Arrangements 

https://bletchleypark.org.uk/
https://www.tnmoc.org/
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Prepare for “Excellent spelling!” at Spelling Tests, assessments and Spelling Bee! 

3 SPELLING BEE COMPETITIONS THIS YEAR 
For Year 7- Autumn Term     For Year 8 - Spring Term    For Year 9 – Summer Term 

Get ready! – week 20 
 

For Year 7: For Year 8 FOR YEAR 9 
existence 

explanation 
familiar 
foreign 

forty 
frequently 

government 
guarantee 

harass 
hindrance 

puzzling 
confounding 
perplexing 

bewildering 
unfathomable 

enigmatic 
cryptic 

mystifying 
inexplicable 
ambiguous 

baffling 
obscure 

allusion 
antithesis 
hyperbole 
metaphor 
metonymy 

onomatopoeia 
paradox 

pun 
simile 

oxymoron 

For Year 8: 
Creative Writing: puzzling 
confounding: causing surprise or confusion in (someone), especially by not according with their expectations.  "the inflation 
figure confounded economic analysts" 
unfathomable: incapable of being fully explored or understood.  "her grey eyes were dark with 
some unfathomable emotion" 
enigmatic: mysterious and impossible to understand completely 
cryptic: having a meaning that is mysterious or obscure.  "he found his boss's utterances too 
cryptic" 
mystifying: utterly bewildering or perplexing.  "a mystifying phenomenon" 
inexplicable: unable to be explained or accounted for.  "for some inexplicable reason her mind 
went completely blank" 
ambiguous: open to more than one interpretation, not having one obvious meaning 
baffling: impossible to understand; perplexing.  "the crime is a baffling mystery for the police" 
obscure: not clearly expressed or easily understood.  "obscure references to Proust" 
abstruse: difficult to understand; obscure.  "an abstruse philosophical inquiry" 
 

For Year 9 – Learn these terms for analysing POETRY 
figure of speech: An expression in which the words are used in a non-literal sense to present a figure, picture or image. 
allusion: a reference to some person, place or event that has literary, historical or geographical significance. 
antithesis: opposing words or ideas written in grammatical parallels 
apostrophe: addressing someone or something, not present, as though present 
hyperbole (overstatement): an exaggeration for the sake of emphasis which is not to be 
taken literally 
metaphor: A comparison between two things that suggests one thing is the other; a linking 
verb is often used to connect the ideas. 
metonymy: the substitution of a word naming an object for another word closely 
associated with it 
onomatopoeia: the use of a word to represent or imitate natural sounds 
paradox: a statement, often metaphorical, that seems to be self-contradictory but has 
valid meaning 
personification: the giving of human characteristics to inanimate objects 
pun: a play on words that are identical or similar but have diverse meanings 
simile: a direct comparison between two unrelated things using “like” or “as” 
oxymoron: a type of paradox in which two linked words contradict each other 

Learn them to improve your spelling!!! 
Miss Petrova 

Spelling Bee 
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Year 11 PPE Exam Timetable 2024 
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Year 11 Intervention 2023-2024 
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Subject News… 

MFL 

Maths 

Maths Question of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit your answer to Mr Amenze in Room 21 by Break time on Monday - 26/02/2024, and win 5 Achievement points 

Mr Amenze 
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Ash Wednesday Service 
Thank you for encouraging your daughters to come to our Ash Wednesday Service, which was 
very well attended.  Thank you to students in 9M & 9E who volunteered, read beautifully and 
prepared a lovely Service, inviting everyone to repent and return to our loving Heavenly Father 
who longs for us to come back to him. 
 
We have academic targets to help us improve and achieve our goals in our work.  Lent, which 
means Springtime is an opportunity for new growth; to set ourselves spiritual targets to grow 
more in the loving likeness of Jesus.  Our whole school family focus for Lent this year is to ‘Forgive 
and let go’ as God in his mercy and love has forgiven us.  This also helps us to be peacemakers in 
the world. 

Lent is a season when we increase our prayer, fasting and almsgiving (charity). 
 

 

CAFOD SCHOOL LENT FAST DAY FRIDAY 16th 
FEBRUARY 2024 
We had our Simple Lunch Option of Soup & Roll for £1 in order to give the 
money saved that we would usually spend on lunch to CAFOD to help our 
brothers and sisters in need in other parts of the world.  CAFOD equip, 
train and help communities to provide for their families and communities. 
 

Catholic means universal 
We are all brothers and sisters sharing the earth, our common home. We 
care for our poor brothers and sisters here in Britain when we collect for 

the local Foodbank (as we did at Christmas) and we care for our poor brothers and sisters globally, throughout the world 
when we give to CAFOD, the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development. 
 

 
 
  

Thank you! 
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This week we have been thinking about Lent which lasts for 40 days because Jesus fasted in the desert for 40 days.  He was 
tempted by the devil so he can empathise with us when we are tempted.  He defeated Satan with the Word of God as an 
example to us to do the same. 
 
BIBLE STUDY GROUPS continue on Friday lunch times and new members are welcome to join by seeing the Chaplain. 
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Year 9 are invited to the Flame Congress 2025 bookings open now 
See bcys.net/events and see the Chaplain for further information. 

 

 
 

Flame is returning Saturday 15th March 2025 
 
Following the great success of Flame 2023, where over 1000 young people from the Diocese joined the crowd of 8000 in 
Wembley Arena for a full day event full of energy, prayer, joy and hope, with content that is ideal for young people from Year 
10 to Year 13 in 2025. 
 
Full of inspiring speakers from all around the world, representatives from a number of organisations, award winning 
musicians and so much more.  Adenike will be back again and also One Hope Project. 
 
You can follow the Flame Congress on Instagram. 
For further information see bcys.net 
 
Tickets cost £34 each but if we book now we could get them cheaper at £29, but it is first come first served, when they’ve 
gone they’ve gone.  Tickets are non-refundable, (you don’t get your money back).  We would be travelling by train, so 
students would buy their own train tickets, which is cheaper than travelling by coach.  We are looking to see if the school can 
help towards the cost, but we need to know how many would like to go this event.  If your daughter would like to go please 
ask her to see the Chaplain at the start of next half term. It is a particularly good opportunity for anyone who may be thinking 
of receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
God bless you in this holy season of Lent and have a lovely half term. 

Miss Carson 
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 
 

 
Mr Burr 

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 

 

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Internet Safety Tip – Snapchat 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

 Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

 Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

 Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

 NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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Monday 19th to Friday 
23rd February 

Half Term Whole School 

Monday 26th February Students return to school – 8:25am start Whole School 
Monday 26th February Head Girl Applications Launch Year 10 
Thursday 29th February Rise Above Day (students finish at 2:30pm) Whole School 

Monday 4th to Friday 15th March Fairtrade Fortnight Whole School 
4th to 28th March Year 11 PPEs Year 11 

Thursday 7th March World Book Day Whole School 

 

Extra-Curricular Sports Timetable: From: 3:30-4:30 

 

Key Dates and Events 
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