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Today we celebrated Black History Month with a showcase 
which was planned and performed by pupils. I am proud of 
their professionalism in putting this event together. 
 
We were treated to an introductory presentation on why 
Black History matters and the theme of this year’s 
celebration which is ‘Saluting our Sisters’ to recognise the 
many ways Black women have influenced history and 
culture, and I thought to myself as I watched the show that 
our girls and staff continue to make Black History at Grays 

Convent, and I hope that all our pupils feel inspired by some 
or all of the female Black role models we have been 
celebrating. 
 
We enjoyed African dance, explanations of tradition 
Jamaican dress, singers, Street dancers with African 
influences and poignant poetry recitals written by pupils 
and the Hall was full of joy. 
 
If you like the sound of our BHM Showcase you will be 
pleased to know that it is being shared by invitation with 
another BHM event taking place at the Thameside Theatre 
on Monday 30th October from 5-7pm.  This will be a ticketed 
event and I will publicise the details later but if you’d like to 
support our girls and the local Theatre you can! 
 

 
Special thanks to Ms Desgoutte, Mrs O’Donoghue and Ms 
Warburton for literally getting the show literally on the road 
and many, many thanks to our wonderful pupils who have 
worked very hard to put on such a powerful performance along 
with publicity work, costumes, staging, lighting and 
photography.  They are rightly passionate about this 
celebration and we are too. 

Mrs Collis 
  

Black History Month 
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On Tuesday 13th October 16 Year 7-11 pupils competed in the first round of the English Schools Cross Country Competition 
at the Campion School in Hornchurch.  This is a national competition that invites all secondary schools across the country to 
compete in local competitions with the aim of progressing through to the regional and finally national rounds to feed into a 
National Schools Cross Country team.  It is a notoriously tough competition with lots of club athletes entering through their 
schools so standards are always very high.  The wet and windy weather made this years’ course a very challenging one as the 
competition progressed. 
 
The Grays Convent girls all showed grit and determination in their performances and should be extremely proud to be 
selected to perform at this level of school competition.  Millie Mansfield in Year 8 produces a fantastic performance in the 
Junior Girls (Year 7 & 8) race, leading the Convent girls to finish in 32nd position overall.  She was closely followed by Ava 
Boucard, who finished in 42nd, Marissa Mudzuri in 43rd and Molly Garner in 44th.  Congratulations to Myleen Pham in Year 7 
who ran in her first ever competition for Grays Convent and kept up with the athletes a year older than herself and securing 
47th place. 
 
In the Intermediate Girls (Year 9 & 10) competition Sophie Pasztor in Year 10 produced an outstanding performance, closely 
tailing the leaders of the race to finish 4th overall, the best individual position Grays Convent have ever produced in this 
competition in this age category.  Second home for us was Ava Armstrong in 42nd position, Emily Riley in 54th and Niamh 
Handley in 46th. Their final team mates were Jowina Selvin and Carys Walton who were competing in their first ever Country 
competition at this standard and they did an amazing job. 
 
For the third year Grays Convent entered the senior team competition, which allowed schools to enter students in Years 11, 
12 and 13 to compete. Isobel Pitney led the way home for Grays Convent, finishing in an impressive 9th position.  Hot on her 
heels were her sisters Erin and Maeve and fellow team mate Lacey Elson, who finished in 14th, 23rd and 27th positions 
respectively. 
 
We wait to see whether any of our teams have progressed through to the regional rounds but they all gained valuable 
experience at competitive Cross Country running which we hope they will implement in the upcoming Districts Cross Country 
on 30th November at Blackshots.  Well done girls, a tough competition but once again you rose to the challenge. 

Mrs Bailey 
 
 
 
 

English Schools Cross Country Competition 2023 

The Inter Girls Team 

The Senior Girls Team 

The Junior Girls Team 
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On Thursday 12th October some of the Grays Convent under 16 Rugby team joined 
forces with the William Edwards and Orsett Heath under 16 Rugby teams to create 
a Thurrock under 16 Rugby team to compete in an Essex Rugby Festival. 
 

They started the afternoon off playing the Robert Clack A team who won 24-0.  
Next up was the Samuel Whitbread school, where the girls started to gel together 
and demonstrate some good tackling skills.  The final score was 19-0 to Samuel 
Whitbread but our girls were starting to work better as a team in defence. 

 
Next up was an exciting game against Woodlands School where Adenike Bamiduro 
displayed some text book tackles and the girls exerted a much more positive 
attack, pushing close to our try line several times but frustratingly unable to secure 
the points.  Their excellent defence meant that they kept the score to a minimum 
and lost 7-0 after Woodlands scored a try and conversion. 

 
Their final match was against Robert Clack B team and here our team dominated 
throughout, once again showing excellent tackling from Adenike and great passing 
skills that were rewarded several tries.  Congratulations to Precious who ran past 
the Robert Clack defence to score a try and help bring home the win for the team.  
The final score was a win to us 24-7. 
 

Well done to all our players, I hope that you enjoyed the games and continue to 
train and put your knowledge into practice at our next match. 

Mrs Bailey 

 
 

 
 
 

Has your daughter 
outgrown her school 
uniform over the summer 

break?  Does she have things that still 
have life in them but that she no longer 
has need for? 
 
If so, please consider donating her old 
uniform and/or PE kit to the school so it 
can be given a new home.  We are 
especially in need of blazers and skirts.  
Thank you. 

Mrs Burrow 
 

 
 
If your daughter has loaned lunch 
money from the Finance Office could 
you please ensure it is paid back the 
following day. 
 
We have a large amount of outstanding 
money owing and emails have been 
sent home.  If you have received an 
email could you please ensure the 
money is returned as soon as possible. 
 
This service is only available for 
emergencies and if the money is not 
returned on time it could lead to us 
being unable to loan money to another 
student. 

Finance Office 
 

 
 

It is important 
that our Parents 

have a ParentPay Account, and that this 
account is activated.  This enables 
parents to purchase equipment and not 
to miss out on school trips. 
 
If you require another copy of your 
ParentPay Activation Letter then please 
email Mrs Wood on: 
woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk. 

Finance Office 

Under 16 Rugby Festival Uniform recycling… 

Lunch Money 

ParentPay Accounts 

mailto:woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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Mrs Burrow 

 

 
CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 11-16 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
 

The Den is an informal virtual hangout for young people aged 
11-16 providing an opportunity for young people to share 
their experiences and work together to improve services for 
young people with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities, living or attending education in Thurrock. 
 

Meeting via MS Teams from 5.30pm on the following dates: 
 

Tuesday 31st October 2023 
Monday 13th November 2023 

Wednesday 13th December 2023 
 

You can join ‘The Den’ and participate in regular online 
meetings and share thoughts and feelings on our online 
pinboard.  Parents and / or guardians must complete this 
online registration form: 
https://forms.office.com/e/xECdu8uE5A 

Thurrock Children’s Services 
 

 
 

We have vacancies for Exam Invigilators to work during the 
exam periods.  If you are interested in joining on a casual 
basis please see the full advert and job description on the 
school website or contact Jackie Reynolds at 
finance@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk for further 
information. 

Finance Office 

 
 
Thurrock officers have recently started a weekly dispatch 
newsletter which went live this week!  They are trying to 
reach as many local residents as possible that may be 
interested in signing up to the newsletter which will be sent 
out virtually every Wednesday.  It will focus on your 
community and what’s been happening.  These local editions 
will offer crime prevention advice relevant to the area, as 
well as information about upcoming community events, local 
policing news and more. 
 
Grays Police would like parents and students to be 
encouraged to sign up to the newsletter by clicking the link 
below - you just have to select the area you wish to receive 
news about. 

Dispatch newsletter | Essex Police 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Students are getting very excited for Youth Gather which is 
coming up on 21st-22nd October.  (Details on bcys.net) 
God bless you, 

Miss Carson 
 

Get the Studybugs App 

the quick and easy way to report your 

daughter’s absence 

The Den!  An online engagement 

opportunity for 11-16 year olds with 

SEND 

Vacancy 

Thurrock Dispatch Letter – 

Grays Police 

For information… 

Youth Gather 

https://forms.office.com/e/xECdu8uE5A
mailto:finance@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
https://www.essex.police.uk/police-forces/essex-police/areas/essex-police/au/about-us/dispatch/
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Prepare for “Excellent spelling!” at Spelling Tests, assessments and Spelling Bee! 

3 SPELLING BEE COMPETITIONS THIS YEAR 

Year 7- Autumn Term      Year 8 - Spring Term      Year 9 – Summer Term 
Get ready! – week 5 

For Year 7 For Year 8 FOR YEAR 9 
adorable, adorably (adoration) 

applicable, applicably (application) 
considerable/considerably (consideration) 

tolerable/tolerably (toleration) 
changeable 
noticeable 

forcible 
legible 

possible/possibly 
horrible/horribly 
terrible/terribly 
visible/visibly 

incredible/incredibly 
sensible/sensibly 

piebald 
spring 
amaze 

resolution 
emerge 
retiring 

ignominious 
disinter 
abolish 
destroy 

sacrilegious 
undivulged 

predominance 
minion 

predecessor 
sovereignty 

charnel house 
avaunt 

cauldron 
impress 

For Year 7: 
The –able/–ably endings are far more common than the –ible/–ibly endings.  As with –ant and –ance/–ancy, the – able 
ending is used if there is a related word ending in –ation.  If the –able ending is added to a word ending in –ce or –ge, the e 
after the c or g must be kept as those letters would otherwise have their ‘hard’ sounds (as in cap and gap) before the a of 
the –able ending.  The –able ending is usually but not always used if a complete root word can be heard before it, even if 
there is no related word ending in –ation.  The first five examples opposite are obvious; in reliable, the complete word rely 
is heard, but the y changes to i in accordance with the rule. 
The –ible ending is common if a complete root word can’t be heard before it but it also sometimes occurs when a complete 

word can be heard (e.g. sensible) 

For Year 8: Learn the words – from Animal Farm: 

piebald - having sections or patches colored differently and brightly 

spring - move forward by leaps and bounds 

amaze - affect with wonder 

resolution - a decision to do something or to behave in a certain manner 

emerge - come out into view, as from concealment 

retiring - of a person who has held and relinquished a position 

ignominious - deserving or bringing disgrace or shame 

disinter - dig up for reburial or for medical investigation 

abolish - do away with 

destroy - do away with; cause the ruin or undoing of 

For Year 9 – in detail. Learn these words- from Macbeth 

sacrilegious: violating something sacred 

undivulged: not revealed 

predominance: superiority in effectiveness, degree, quality 

minion: a favorite 

predecessor: a person who comes before another in time in a position of office 

sovereignty: royal authority or power 

charnel house: a building into which bones were thrown when a grave was dug up to make room for a new corpse 

avaunt: begone! 

cauldron: a large kettle pot 

impress: to force 

Learn them to improve your spelling!!! 
Miss Petrova 

Spelling Bee 
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Subject News… 

Computer Science 

English 

Maths 

Primary Storage (Memory) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Burr 

Question 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit your answers at Break time on Monday in Room 
21 to gain 5 Achievements points! 

Mr Amenze 

Here are some Animal Farm diary entries from Year 8 Set 
2 English class.  Well done and great effort everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Grint 

Answer: It can archive huge amounts of data 
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Welcome Mass for Year 7 
Fr Martin Hardy celebrated a lovely Mass for Year 7 welcoming students and parents into our school Family where our 
Catholic ethos is of unity and love.  The Year 7’s have been enthusiastic and delightful to work with in preparing the Mass 
with so many volunteering as readers, actors and for processions all of which they did beautifully!  Their wonderful singing 
which they rehearsed with Mr White was fantastic! - the best ever!  We had an excellent Year 7 Altar-Server, so reverent and 
dignified and an excellent role-model. 
 

Would your daughter like to become an Altar Server? 
If your daughter would like to become an Altar-Server, please speak to your priest and when they have been trained in your 
local Catholic Church they will also be able to Altar-Serve for our School Masses. 
 

DEBRABANT DAY!  HAPPY FEAST DAY! 
On 13th October we celebrate our Founder, Fr Jean Baptiste Debrabant.  He was not only the founder of our school, 

but also the founder of numerous schools throughout the 
world.  In Tanzania, Ireland, France, Belgium, Italy, the US and 
Argentina. 
 
We had Form Prayers and lovely assembly from Mrs Burrow 
about the history and mission of the LSU Sisters and their 
ethos which is continued in our school today.  Mrs. Johnson, 
generously ordered special cookies for the whole school, 
lovingly made by our wonderful school cooks and decorated 
with our school badge. 

 
 
 
 
 

We give thanks for Fr Jean Baptiste Debrabant and for the LSU 
Sisters who founded our school. 
May God bless and protect them as they continue to share 
God’s love throughout the world. 
 
 
  

Celebrations this Week 
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Rosary: 3rd Mystery of Light 
 

The Proclamation 
of the Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Some might ask where is God in all the suffering in the world?  Doesn’t He care? 
 
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; he suffers in them.  Jesus said “Whatever you do to the least of my brothers that 
you do unto me.”  He cares so much that he became human as we are in order to lay down his life on cross for the forgiveness 
of sins of the whole world.  He is the hope, the light and of the world who gives us his peace. 
 
This week during their lunch times Yrs. 8-11 offered prayers for Peace in Israel & Palestine and for all who were killed in the 
earthquake in Afghanistan.  Students had the opportunity and choice of watching a prayerful reflection, praying the Rosary, 
writing their own prayers or praying quietly in their own personal way.  We also had Form Prayers for Peace.  We recognised 
that peace in the world begins with peace in our own hearts.  There is a hymn which says: 
 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.  With God 
as our Father, brothers/sisters all are we.  Let me walk with my brother/sister in perfect harmony. 
 
 
 

 
 
Traditionally Catholic Families pray the Rosary together in the evening, meditating on the mysteries (Bible Stories) of the life 
of Jesus and Mary. 
 
Saint Paul says to “pray at all times” 1 Thess. 5:17.  One way we can do this is by praying the Rosary, something we can do 
even when we are washing-up, driving, walking.  Saint Paul says “to be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  The 
Rosary is a meditation on the life of Jesus, what he did said and taught, by dwelling on these things we are renewed in our 
hearts and minds, to think and respond like Jesus.  The Rosary is a calming prayer which helps those who are anxious or 
stressed and it also builds patience.  When we set aside time to be with Jesus and Mary to pray the Rosary, we pray with our 
hearts, minds, lips and fingers.  We become like those we spend time with. 
 
Please be encouraged to pray the Rosary with your children. 
 
God bless you, 
 

Miss Carson 
  

Blessed are the Peacemakers 

Month of Mary and the Holy Rosary 

Our Lady said to the Children in Fatima, 

that if enough people prayed the Rosary, 

even wars could be averted. 
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Thursday 19th October Students break for Half Term – 3:25pm finish Years 7-11 

Friday 20th October Non-Pupil Day Years 7-11 
Monday 23rd to Friday 

27th October 
Half Term Whole School 

Monday 30th October Students return for 8:25am start Years 7-11 
Thursday 2nd November Year 11 Information Evening 6-7pm Year 11 

Monday 13th to Friday 17th 
November 

Anti-Bullying Week Whole School 

 

 

 
 

 

Extra-Curricular Sports Timetable – 3:30-4:30pm 

 

Key Dates and Events 

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 

 
 

How to set up filters on your home internet. 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-

your-home-internet-provider 

 
 

Mr Burr 
  

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Internet Safety Tip – UK Safer Internet Centre – Resources for Parents & Carers 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

 Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

 Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

 Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

 NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-home-internet-provider
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-home-internet-provider
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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