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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This Sunday is the International Day of Peace, and there is no time more that we need a reminder of this. 
 
I was teaching an incredibly sad poem in the Year 11 anthology this week called ‘The Manhunt’, recalling the recovery of Eddie 
Beddoes after his discharge as a ‘peacekeeper’ following significant injury in the ’Bosnian’ war in the 90’s.  I’m sure some of 
you will remember or have been part of this horrific war, and I taught a lot of boys who were made refugees by it in a previous 
school.  Sadly, as I was explaining to the girls in class, this poem could reflect so many periods of time in their current history, 
and mine, of the damage of war: Ukraine, Gaza, the implications of news events last night in Yemen – and of course those 
conflicts rarely reported anymore. 
 
We are invited to reflect on our role in building peace, and Pope Francis asks us this year to consider Artificial Intelligence and 
peace, alerting us to the new threats to peace in our world, and indeed homes.  Cyber-attacks, fake news, deep fakes, artificial 
armoured weaponised vehicles, bomb drones, and the list goes on.  Saint Theresa of Avila, reminds us that only we can do 
something about it - the message has been given, it is now our duty to do as Christ would have done.  Ours are the hands. 
 

    
 
We pray for our sisters and brothers all over the world, especially 
those in countries where there is war and violence. 
 
Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 
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We are not anticipating weather, severe 
enough to close schools, but as it is that time 
of year we feel it best to keep you informed 
of the procedure. 

 
In the very unlikely event that the school is closed due to 
snow, Mrs Johnson will make the decision as soon as possible 
and inform BBC Essex and Essex FM of any school closure.  
Should we experience severe weather, you are advised to 
listen to these stations, which list schools that are closed.  If 
we are not mentioned – we are open! 
 
We will also post a message on the front page of our website, 
so keep an eye on that too. 
 

BBC Essex - 103.5 FM or 
95.3 FM 

Essex FM - 102.6 FM or 
96.3 FM 

 

If Grays Convent are NOT mentioned on these 
radio stations, and there is NOT a message on 

the front page of the website GRAYS 
CONVENT SCHOOL IS OPEN! 

 

 

 
Can we stress how important it is for you to have activated 
your daughter’s ParentPay account.  It allows you to 
purchase equipment for your daughter when needed, and 
pay for trips and events – if you do not activate your 
ParentPay account, your daughter could miss out on taking 
part in these trips and events, as we can only take payment 
for trips and events via ParentPay. 
 
With regards to trips, we always give a deadline for payment, 
and these deadlines must be met otherwise your daughter 
will not be able to go on the trip. 
 
If you do not have a copy of your ParentPay activation letter 
then please contact Mrs Wood at: 
woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

Finance Office 

 
 
It is extremely important that Year 11 attend 
school regularly, as this a very important 
time with the lead up to the GCSE 
examinations.  Lots of important information 
will be given to students, for example 
revision information, exam information, intervention etc.  
Please ensure that your daughter attends regularly at this 
crucial time in her education journey. 

Attendance Office 
 

 
 
If your daughter becomes unwell with flu-like symptoms, we 
urge you to test your daughter for COVID before sending 
them to school.  This will eliminate further spreading by 
keeping them at home. 

Attendance Office 
 

 
 
We would like to make you aware that following the 
Christmas break, we have had a couple of confirmed cases of 
Chicken Pox.  We ask that you are vigilant. 

Pastoral Team 
 

 
 

It has come to our attention that a few 
parents are driving into the school car 
park to either drop off or pick up their 
daughters. 
 
Whilst this practice is acceptable only for 

parents with students who have limited mobility, those 
parents should not be blocking car park entrances and exits, 
and must only come onto the site if it is safe to do so. 
 
The school car park is private property, and unless your 
daughter has aforementioned mobility issues, you should 
not be driving onto the school site. 
 
More importantly it is a health and safety issue for students 
who are entering and leaving the building in the morning and 
after school via the car park. 

Health & Safety Officer 
 

Important Messages 

Severe Weather Arrangements 

ParentPay Accounts 

Year 11 Attendance 

COVID 

Chicken Pox 

Parents Parking on School Site 

mailto:woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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Just before Christmas we heard from Emma-Maria Taciu, 8M about how she and 
her friend Luka Pranskaityte, also in 8M, go to Marshal Arts World.  On 8th 
December they attended the awards show, and asked me to share the fabulous 
news about the awards they received. 
 
At the time Luka had been doing MMA (Mixed Marshal Arts) for 1½ months and 
received the Determination Medal.  Emma-Maria has been doing MMA for over 2 
years and received a JLA (Junior Leadership Academy) Award – this is where 
Emma-Maria helps with the coaching of younger children – and was also awarded 
the Star of the Year Trophy. 
 

     
 

 
 

     
 
We are so very proud of both Emma-Maria and Luka and wish them well with their 
Mixed Marshal Arts. 

Mrs Albrow 

 
 
This week we have many Year 7-9 
students reaching in excess of 200 
achievement points: 
 

Ula Auguste 7.8 
Emile Perskaudaite 7.8 

Antonia-Maria Baciu 7.9 
Hijab Fatima 7.9 
Nazia Islam 7.9 

Kamile Kvietelaityte 7.9 
Evie Kennard 8D 

Umaiza Ali 8E 
Ella Johnson 8E 

Syeda Khanom 8E 
Marissa Mudzuri 8E 

Sara Rahman 8L 
Geena Virdi 8L 

Mercy Adekoya 9D 
Princess Aninakwa 9D 
Damilola Awogbile 9D 

Chisom Lemeh 9L 
Rae-Mya Nyamundanda-Richards 9L 

Daniela Ponle-Ojo 9L 
Nyasha Chara 9M 

 
This is a fantastic achievement and the 
students were presented with their 
Bronze Award and certificate by Heads 
of Year.  Well done! 

Mrs Bishop 
 

 
 
This month at the Essex Autism Project 
we are discussing privacy and 
safeguarding.  To learn more about why 
we might need some of your 
information fill out our survey.  This will 
also give you the chance to give us your 
opinions and suggestions on what is 
needed and how we can help you feel 
safe using the service. 
 
Link to the privacy and safeguarding 
survey: 
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privac
y-and-safeguarding-survey/ 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

The Essex Autism Team 
 

Emma-Maria & Luka are winning at MMA Assistant Headteacher’s 

Bronze Award 

The Essex Autism 

Project 

Emma-Maria, her coaches and her awards! 

Luka, her coaches and her award! 

https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privacy-and-safeguarding-survey/
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privacy-and-safeguarding-survey/
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Prepare for “Excellent spelling!” at Spelling Tests, assessments and Spelling Bee! 

3 SPELLING BEE COMPETITIONS THIS YEAR 
For Year 7- Autumn Term     For Year 8 - Spring Term    For Year 9 – Summer Term 

Get ready! – week 15 

 
For Year 7: 
stationary: not moving 
stationery: paper, envelopes etc. 
steal: take something that does not belong to you 
steel: metal 
wary: cautious 
weary: tired 
who’s: contraction of who is or who has 
whose: belonging to someone (e.g. Whose jacket is that?) 
we’re: we are 
were 
where 
 
For Year 8: Learn the words –Fiction and Creative Writing 
enchanting: delightfully charming or attractive; e.g. "enchanting views" 
captivating: capable of attracting and holding interest; charming; e.g. "a captivating smile" 
resplendent: having a very bright and beautiful appearance; e.g. The fields were resplendent with flowers. 
opulent: rich in appearance, showing great wealth; e.g. "the opulent comfort of a limousine" 
breathtaking: astonishing or awe-inspiring in quality, so as to take one's breath away 
radiant: sending out light; shining or glowing brightly; e.g. "a bird with radiant green and red plumage" 
mesmerising: capture the complete attention of (someone); e.g. "they were mesmerised by his story" 
alluring: having a strongly attractive or enticing quality, an alluring smile/aroma 
picturesque: visually attractive, especially in a quaint or charming way, "ruined abbeys and picturesque villages" 
aesthetic: concerned with beauty or the appreciation of beauty; "the pictures give great aesthetic pleasure" 
 

For Year 9 – in detail. Learn these terms for analysing POETRY 

concrete: a concrete word refers to an object that can be heard, seen, felt, tasted or smelled 

abstract: a word or phrase that refers to an idea rather than a concrete object or thing 

denotation: the literal or dictionary meaning of a word 

connotation: all the emotions or feelings associated with a word 

imagery: words or phrases which create a certain picture in the reader’s mind 

inversion: 1. a reversal of the normal word order of a sentence; 2. in verse, a reverse in the 

metrical pattern 

refrain: the repetition of one or more phrases or lines at intervals in a poem, usually at the 

end of a stanza 

euphony: language which seems to the ear to be smooth, pleasant, and musical 

cacophony: language which seems to the ear to be harsh, rough, and unmusical 

alliteration: the repetition of the initial consonant sound in two or more words in a line of 

verse 

Learn them to improve your spelling!!! 
Miss Petrova 

  

For Year 7 For Year 8 FOR YEAR 9 

stationary 
stationery 
steal 
steel 
wary 
weary 
who’s 
whose 
we’re 
were 
where 

enchanting 
captivating 
resplendent 
opulent 
breathtaking 
radiant 
mesmerising 
alluring 
picturesque 
aesthetic 

concrete 
abstract 
denotation 
connotation 
imagery 
inversion 
refrain 
euphony 
cacophony 
alliteration 

Spelling Bee 
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Subject News… 

Computing 

Spanish 

RE 

Maths 

Binary and Denary numbers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Burr 

Year 8s are currently studying Islam in their RE lessons. 
 
Mariam Jalloh in 8L gave a presentation to the class 
about her faith, using some items to assist her.  Her 
presentation was very informative and Mariam was kind 
enough to answer questions in regards to her faith.  
Thank you Mariam. 
 
Do you know the names of all the items she is wearing 
and holding, and why they are important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Wilsher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Bathily 

Answer: The 1 would be ignored 

Maths Question of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit your answer by Monday at break time in Room 21 
to receive 5 Achievement points 

Mr Amenze 
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Year 11 Intervention 2023-2024 
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On Monday we celebrated the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following on from the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we have been reflecting on the Sacrament of Baptism this week, in 
our Form Prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
We can be baptised at any age.  Anyone who would like to receive the Sacrament of Baptism can speak to their local Parish 
Priest and is also welcome to contact Miss Carson. 

Miss Carson 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
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This week we have discussed Mr Bates Versus the Post Office; the most 
widespread miscarriage of justice in British legal history and the devastating effect 
on the lives of hundreds of innocent people.  We reflected on the importance of 
owning up and telling the truth and how the truth always comes to light in the 
end.  We thought about the courage, patience and quiet persistence and 
determination of Mr Bates in seeking the truth and justice which helped hundreds 
of other people.  It shows the positive effect one good person can have on others 
and what can be achieved.  God wants justice and with God all things are possible. 
 
We pray all who have suffered this appalling injustice that they will speedily 
receive restitution and compensation and that the Lord will help them and their 
families to re-build their lives.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
On Monday the Justice and Peace Group discussed how the Post Office's lies 
ruined hundreds of lives.  The Post Office lied about an accounting error caused 
by a faulty computer system.  Instead of taking accountability for their actions 
they lied about it and blamed innocent people.  These people lost their homes, 
their marriages and some people even committed suicide.  We heard about a 19 
year old girl and others who were falsely convicted and sent to prison, however 
the truth eventually came out.  This goes to show you should never lie about 
anything as people's lives can be ruined.  Honesty is the best policy. 

By Thandiwe Sholanke and Janice Nabacwa 

 
 

 
Please continue to let me know if you 
have any prayer requests.  I pray for our 
school family and all who are ill 
especially at Adoration on Monday 
evenings. 
 
We ask the Lord in his mercy and love 
to say the word and heal all who are ill.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
God bless you, 

Miss Carson 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 

Justice & Peace Group Prayer Requests 

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 

 

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

 Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

 Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

 Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

 NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc


 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 
 

 
Mrs Burrow 

 

 
 

 
Mr Burr 

Get the Studybugs Appthe quick and easy way to report your daughter’s absence 

Internet Safety Tip – Instagram 
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Thursday 18th January Year 6 Primary Creative Taster Day Year 6 
Thursday 25th January Year 11 Parents’ Evening Year 11 

Friday 26th January Holocaust Memorial Day – Justice & Peace Group  
Monday 29th January to Friday 2nd 

February 
Diversity Week Whole School 

Thursday 1st February Year 8 Parents’ Evening Year 8 
Monday 5th February to Friday 9th 

February 
National Apprenticeship Week Years 10 & 11 

Monday 5th February to Friday 9th 
February 

Safer Internet Week Whole School 

Tuesday 13th February School Production – 7pm start  
Wednesday 14th February School Production – 7pm start  

Thursday 15th February Year 9 Parents’ Evening Year 9 
Friday 16th February Students break for Half Term – 3:25pm finish Whole School 

Monday 19th to Friday 23rd 
February 

Half Term Whole School 

Monday 26th February Students return to school – 8:25am start Whole School 

 
  

Extra-Curricular Sports Timetable: From: 3:30-4:30 

 

Key Dates and Events 
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