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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Dydd Gŵyl Dewi Hapus to you all.  Or Happy St David’s Day to the uninitiated.  The greeting is pronounced ‘Deethe goo-eel 
Dew-ee happ-iss’, if you want to say it!!  With a Welsh father and Irish mother, I get to do all of the celebrating at this time of 
the year! 
 

  
 

Today is the first day of Spring, and we are welcomed in with rain as usual!!  The news today reported that we have had one 
of the wettest February’s on record, and so we can only hope that March, brings us some much needed light and that the sun 
peaks through. 
 

Today is also national offer day, and I am hoping that all of those who wished for Grays Convent, have been successful.  We 
will send our Golden Tickets to our new Year 7’s for September inviting them to a Friendship afternoon on the 14th March.  I 
look forward to meeting them all for a look around and to make friends with their peers.  I am so pleased to see so many 
sisters of current students continuing their family tradition by attending the Convent. 
 

Today also marks the Women’s World Day of Peace, and we pray this year for those women in Palestine.  The symbol of the 
Olive tree represents the three generations, through its trunk, branches and leaves, of women affected by war and violence 
in Palestine. 
 

 
The Pope exhorts us ‘I beg you, bear with one another in love’, and the women of Palestine are calling us to connect with the 
land from where Jesus came; where he was born, ministered and died – and from where our faith began and is rooted.  Lord, 
May your light and love shine through all of us.  Amen. 
 

With my love and prayers on this Spring day, 
 

Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Friday 1

st

 March 2024 

https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/life/1094181/St-davids-day-why-do-we-celebrate-st-davids-day-what-is-st-david-known-for
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/life/1092925/st-davids-day-2019-date-what-is-when-is-why-patron-saint-of-wales
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Miss Hector 

Rise Above Day in pictures – Thursday 29
th
 February 2024 
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World Book Day – 7
th
 March 2024 – Events Across the School… 
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Mrs Nyland 
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Many congratulations to the following students who have reached in excess of 
200 achievement points this week: 
 

Giya Limbu 7.8 
Iqra Raja 7.8 

Angela Ramuzi 7.8 
Erica Ahoni 7.9 

Frankie Dowler 8D 
Mary Lawson 8D 

Tofunmi Jolaosho 9D 
Ellie Marvell 9D 
Daria Iovu 9L 

Rajveer Mann 9M 
Emaan Humayun 10.23 

Konyinsola Ogunbola 10.23 
Chloe Cao 10.27 

Grace Mitchell 10.27 
Michie Orabuche 11.1 

 
The students were presented with their Bronze Award badge and certificate by 
their Head of Year.  Well done! 

Mrs Bishop 
 

 
 

 
Mrs Burrow 

 

 

 
Can we stress how important it is for 
you to have activated your daughter’s 
ParentPay account.  It allows you to 
purchase equipment for your daughter 
when needed, and pay for trips and 
events – if you do not activate your 
ParentPay account, your daughter 
could miss out on taking part in these 
trips and events, as we can only take 
payment for trips and events via 
ParentPay. 
 
With regards to trips, we always give a 
deadline for payment, and these 
deadlines must be met otherwise your 
daughter will not be able to go on the 
trip. 
 
If you do not have a copy of your 
ParentPay activation letter then please 
contact Mrs Wood at: 
woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

Finance Office 
 
 

 
 
This month at the Essex Autism Project 
we are discussing privacy and 
safeguarding.  To learn more about why 
we might need some of your 
information fill out our survey.  This will 
also give you the chance to give us your 
opinions and suggestions on what is 
needed and how we can help you feel 
safe using the service. 
 
Link to the privacy and safeguarding 
survey: 
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privac
y-and-safeguarding-survey/ 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

The Essex Autism Team 
 
 

Assistant Headteacher’s Bronze Award 

Get the Studybugs App - the quick and easy way to 

report your daughter’s absence 

ParentPay Accounts 

The Essex Autism 

Project 

mailto:woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privacy-and-safeguarding-survey/
https://autismessex.kids.org.uk/privacy-and-safeguarding-survey/
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Staff and students who were early to school began the day at 8:10am with Lauds, 
the Morning Prayer of the Church throughout the world in this holy season of Lent.  
In the intercessions Mrs Johnson prayed for the people of Wales on this Feast of 
Saint David and for the women in Palestine on this Women’s World Day of Prayer. 
 
Bible Study Groups for all Year Groups. 
Today on Women’s World Day of Prayer, we united with women around the world 
sharing in the Bible readings and prayers for peace. 
 
Women’s World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement which began in 
1887 led by Christian women, who pray for peace and justice.  A different country 
is honoured each year, to bring about togetherness and awareness of other 
cultures.  It was agreed back in 2017 that this year 2024 would be the turn of 
Christian women in Palestine.  They wrote this service in 2017 long before the 
current crisis and the theme they chose is from Ephesians 4:1-6 
“I beg you, bear with one another in love.” 
Their symbol is the olive tree which is a symbol of peace and very important in 
Palestine as some trees have 
been growing there since 
the time of Jesus.  

In Bible Study we especially 
focussed on Matthew 25:31-
46 The Sheep & the Goats. 
Jesus said “whatsoever you 
do to the least person 
(ignore or overlook) you do 
to me.” 

Miss Carson 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

We are not anticipating 
weather, severe enough 
to close schools, but as 
it is that time of year we 

feel it best to keep you informed of the 
procedure. 
 
In the very unlikely event that the 
school is closed due to snow, Mrs 
Johnson will make the decision as soon 
as possible and inform BBC Essex and 
Essex FM of any school closure.  Should 
we experience severe weather, you are 
advised to listen to these stations, 
which list schools that are closed.  If we 
are not mentioned – we are open! 
 
We will also post a message on the 
front page of our website, so keep an 
eye on that too. 
 

BBC Essex - 103.5 FM or 95.3 FM 
Essex FM - 102.6 FM or 96.3 FM 

 

If Grays Convent are 
NOT mentioned on 

these radio stations, 
and there is NOT a 

message on the front 
page of the website 

GRAYS CONVENT 
SCHOOL IS OPEN! 

 
 

Divine Office 

Last push Year 11…ready and waiting…! 

Important Messages 

Severe Weather 

Arrangements 

 

Easter Revision 
Classes for Year 11: 

 
Tuesday 2nd April 

Wednesday 3rd April 
Thursday 4th April 



 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 

 
 

 
 
  

Year 11 PPE Exam Timetable 2024 
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Year 11 Intervention 2023-2024 
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Prepare for “Excellent spelling!” at Spelling Tests, assessments and Spelling Bee! 

3 SPELLING BEE COMPETITIONS THIS YEAR 
For Year 7- Autumn Term     For Year 8 - Spring Term    For Year 9 – Summer Term 

Get ready! – week 21 

For Year 8: Creative Writing: happy 

delighted: feeling or showing great pleasure.  "a delighted smile" 
euphoric: characterized by or feeling intense excitement and happiness.  "a 
euphoric sense of freedom" 
elated: ecstatically happy.  "after the concert, I felt elated" 
jubilant: feeling or expressing great happiness and triumph. "a large 
number of jubilant fans ran on to the pitch" 
exultant: triumphantly happy.  "he waved to the exultant crowds" 
blissful: extremely happy; full of joy.  "a blissful couple holding a baby" 
content: in a state of peaceful happiness.  "he seemed more content, less 
bitter“ 
contented: feeling or expressing happiness or satisfaction.  "I felt warm and 
contented" 
gleeful: exuberantly or triumphantly joyful. "she gave a gleeful chuckle" 
fortunate: favoured by or involving good luck; "she'd been fortunate to 
escape injury" 
For Year 9 – Kinds of Poems 

ballad: a narrative poem which tells a story, frequently in four-line stanzas 
folk: a sung ballad of unknown origin which is part of oral tradition 
literary: a ballad by a known author who imitates the folk ballad style 
elegy: a poem that deals with the subject of death 
fable: a short tale that teaches a moral lesson in which the characters are usually 
(but not always) animals with human qualities and speech. 
lyric: any short, musical poem which expresses the poet’s clearly revealed thoughts 
and feelings 
ode: a lyric poem written in an elevated tone about a serious topic 
pastoral: a poem that idealizes rural living and nature 
fixed form: a traditional pattern that applies to a whole poem 
haiku: It is a three-line Japanese poem, usually about nature.  The first line has five 
syllables, the second has seven syllables, and the third line has five syllables. 
limerick: a five-line nonsense poem with anapestic meter 
sestina: A sestina is composed of six six-line stanzas followed by a tercet (three-line 
stanza).  The end words used in each line of the first stanza repeat in a rolling pattern 
in the following stanzas; these same words are used two-to-a-line in the tercet. 
Elizabethan sonnet (ENGLISH OR SHAKESPEAREAN): 

 structure: fourteen lines. iambic pentameter 
 three quatrains, one couplet 
 rhyme scheme: ababcdcdefefgg 

Usually, a question or theme is posed in the quatrains and answered or resolved in the 
couplet. 
Italian sonnet (Petrarchan): 

 structure: fourteen lines, iambic pentameter 
 octave and sestet 
 rhyme scheme: abbaabbacdcdcd or abbaabbacdecde  

Often a question is raised in the octave and answered in the sestet. 
villanelle: It consists of five tercets and a quatrain rhyming “aba” (with a variation in the 
quatrain).  The first and third lines of the first tercet alternate as the final lines of the 
other stanzas; these lines are again repeated as the final two lines of the poem. 
A tercet is a stanza of poetry with three lines; it can be a single-stanza poem or it can be a verse embedded in a larger poem. 

Learn them to improve your spelling!!! 
Miss Petrova 

For Year 7 For Year 8 FOR YEAR 9 

identity 
immediate(ly) 

individual 
interfere 
interrupt 
language 

leisure 
lightning 

marvellous 
mischievous 

happy 
delighted 
euphoric 

elated 
jubilant 
exultant 
blissful 
content 

contented 
gleeful 

fortunate 

ballad 
folk 

literary 
elegy 
fable 
lyric 
ode 

pastoral 
fixed form 

haiku 
limerick 
sestina 
sonnet 

villanelle 

Spelling Bee 
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Subject News… 

Art Computer Science 

Maths 

We were thrilled to receive an email from Faith’s mum 
showing us what she completed over the February half 
term.  Mum said: “I just thought I’d email you this picture 
of the artwork that Faith H has done at home on canvas 
during the holiday.  I tried to encourage her to bring it in 
to show you but she was reluctant (not sure why!)  We 
used the work of the artist she had been studying at 
school and she created the piece.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done Faith – beautiful work! 

Ms Guentcheva 

Computing Wordsearch 
 
Find the 5 hidden computer related words: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Burr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit your Answer to Room 21 at breaktime on Monday 4th March 2024 and receive 4 Achievement points for right 
answers! 

Mr Amenze 
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Saint David, is the patron saint of Wales.  He was a Celtic monk, 
and bishop, who lived in the fifth/sixth century in Wales and 
helped to spread Christianity.  He was a gentle person who 
lived very simply and was a great evangelist.  People thought 
very highly of David and there are many stories about him.  It 
is said that once while he was preaching to a huge crowd, the 
field he stood in raised up into a hill, so everyone could see and 
hear him and a dove settled on his shoulder.  This shows he 
was a man of peace.  The dove also symbolises the Holy Spirit, 
who inspired David to preach the word of God. 
 

Saint David said “Be joyful and keep your faith.” 
May Saint David pray for us to joyfully and faithfully spread the 
Good News of God’s love and free gift of salvation through 
Jesus Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 

This week we have been reflecting on the Gospel story of 
the Transfiguration. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This was the second time that God the Father told us who 
Jesus is. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Saint David’s Day 
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The Transfiguration is an 
encouragement to us, a glimpse of our 
future glory too. Jesus was showing 
that whatever we go through in life, all 
will be well; we will rise, be 
transfigured and glorified with Him.  It 
was while Jesus was praying that his 
face shone, and it is while we pray, 
that we are changed from glory to 
glory on our life’s journey until we are 
united with Him. 
 
As we listen and reflect on the words 
of Jesus we gain a new perspective, 
beyond our current circumstances.  
Every time someone shows care and 
concern for us is a moment when God 
reaches out to us and He is always with 
us. 
 
 
 

This week we have been thinking about FAIRTRADE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all their hard work, cocoa farmers gain very little from a very 
profitable global cocoa trade.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fairtrade is about making sure that hard-working farmers 
receive a fair wage for their produce. 
 
With Non-fairtrade products farmers only receive 6.6% 
of what we pay for an item, about 1 square of chocolate 
from a large bar. 

Buying Fairtrade chocolate is a huge help to farmers & 
their families.  They receive the Fairtrade minimum price 
and premium, when we choose Fairtrade chocolate with 
the logo. 
. 
The Fairtrade premium includes projects such as water 
pumps, health, education and school buildings, training 
support and equipment for farmers and their 
communities. 
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The power is in our hands 
Over 4,500 products from coffee, to flowers to gold are Fairtrade certified, so when we shop, let’s look for the FAIRTRADE 
Mark. Fairtrade items are more expensive, but they bring huge benefits to the workers and their communities. 
 
When choosing Birthday or Mother’s Day presents we could choose Fairtrade chocolate, Flowers, Cotton T-Shirts etc. with 
the Fairtrade logo or mini Toiletries/Beauty products from the Body Shop, which are all Fairtrade. 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU! VERY WELL DONE TO Y10 JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP 
Congratulations to Akuna who was an excellent 
Project Manager in organising the excellent Justice & 
Peace Fairtrade Event.  Akuna was really focussed, 
committed, well organised, co-ordinated the groups, 
delegated responsibilities and met deadlines. Brilliant! 

 
Thanks to Thande for organising the posters and to all the Publicity 
team and Service team and the whole group who generously 
donated Fairtrade chocolate to sell.  They raising awareness of 
Fairtrade and raised £40 in 15 minutes for CAFOD to help equip and 
train farmers working in difficult climates. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A HUGE THANKS TO THE CO-OP in Lodge Lane who generously donated a 
massive box of Fairtrade bananas which were given free to students to 
raise awareness of Fairtrade and also for the large jar of Fairtrade coffee, 
tea and sugar for which Staff are generously donating to CAFOD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A HUGE THANKS TO SAINSBURY’S in Brentwood who generously 
donated two large selection boxes of Fairtrade Green & Black Chocolate 
which raised awareness of Fairtrade and raised funds for CAFOD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Miss Carson 
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Year 9 are invited to the Flame Congress 2025 bookings open now 
See bcys.net/events and see the Chaplain for further information. 

 

 
 

Flame is returning Saturday 15th March 2025 
 
Following the great success of Flame 2023, where over 1000 young people from the Diocese joined the crowd of 8000 in 
Wembley Arena for a full day event full of energy, prayer, joy and hope, with content that is ideal for young people from Year 
10 to Year 13 in 2025. 
 
Full of inspiring speakers from all around the world, representatives from a number of organisations, award winning 
musicians and so much more.  Adenike will be back again and also One Hope Project. 
 
You can follow the Flame Congress on Instagram. 
For further information see bcys.net 
 
Tickets cost £34 each but if we book now we could get them cheaper at £29, but it is first come first served, when they’ve 
gone they’ve gone.  Tickets are non-refundable, (you don’t get your money back).  We would be travelling by train, so 
students would buy their own train tickets, which is cheaper than travelling by coach.  We are looking to see if the school can 
help towards the cost, but we need to know how many would like to go this event.  If your daughter would like to go please 
ask her to see the Chaplain at the start of next half term. It is a particularly good opportunity for anyone who may be thinking 
of receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
God bless you in this holy season of Lent and have a lovely half term. 

Miss Carson 
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 
 

 
Mr Burr 

  

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 

 

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Internet Safety Tip – Snapchat 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

 Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

 Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

 Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

 Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

 NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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Monday 4th to Friday 15th March Fairtrade Fortnight Whole School 
4th to 28th March Year 11 PPEs (see timetable above) Year 11 

Thursday 7th March World Book Day Whole School 
Monday 25th to Thursday 28th 

March 
Year 9 Options Taster Programme Year 9 

Tuesday 26th March Year 9 Options Evening Year 9 & Parents 

Thursday 28th March Early Finish for Easter Holidays Whole School 
Friday 29th March to 

Friday 12th April 
Easter Holidays Whole School 

Tuesday 2nd, Wednesday 
3rd & Thursday 4th April 

Easter Revision Classes Year 11 

Monday 15th April Students return for 8:25am – Summer Term Whole School 
Monday 15th to Friday 19th April Year 9 Options Taster Programme (continues) Year 9 

 

Extra-Curricular Sports Timetable: From: 3:30-4:30 

 

Key Dates and Events 
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